ARMY  MEDICAL  LIBRARY 


WAS  H  INGTON,  D.C. 


5^ 


^  '!<  :J« 


S:  .-V  *;:  >5t  '5^  ^ 


:^;  j’s  ?’<  ^  * 


ARMY  MKDICx^L  LIBRARY 


?V  .\s  ‘-V  ?}c 


POLICY  ON 

SCOPE  AND  COVERAGE 


?;  i"'.  ■.  <  :;*.  >?c  A 


Wash:  ri^ton,  1951 


•/.:  sS  /i  *  i'«  *:<  -v  5!«  ';•  :'•  *  *  '*  *'•  A  *  *•;'  >!'.  :?«  :’«  « 


iU 


■IT 

r 


■  '^CVJLi 
/X.  J  ■ 


i/  H  A 


t 

S.  . 

& 


\ 


■.n 


9% 


,  Aj 


IIITROIXJCTIOIT 


The  pages  which  follow  are  the  major  documents  which  have  resulted 
from  the  Army  Medical  Library's  attempts  to  define  more  specifically  its 
policies  concerning  the  scope  and  coverage  of  its  collections.  They  are 
largely  self-^explanatory,  and  need  no  further  exposition  here,  except 
perhaps  a  simple  identification  of  each  paper^  and  an  indication  of  their 
relationships  v/ith  each  other 

The  first  paper  is  the  original  directive  setting  up  a  Committee  on 
Scope;  in  this  directive  the  problem  is  definedo. 

The  second  paper  is  an  abridgment  of  the  Committee’s  report  to  the 
Director,  submitted  in  March^  1950’  Introductory  sections,  and  those  on 
methodology,  are  largely  quoted  verbatim;  a  section  of  recommendations 
is  not  given,  as  most  of  these  are  included  in  the  paper  which  followso 

After  the  Committee  had  submitted  its  original  report  in  March,  1950? 
it  was  continued  in  existence  until  the  following  October*  During  this 
period  a  series  of  memoranda  ^’ms  exchanged  betv/een  the  Committee  and  the 
Director,  and  various  problem  areas  were  threshed  out.. 

The  third  paper  is  Library  Order  No.  3?  dated  6  February  1951-  This 
states,  for  the  staff  of  the  Army  Medical  library^  the  policy  on  scope 
and  coverage  wliich  the  Library  will  follow..  It  incorporates  the  recomi.iend- 
ations  made  by  the  Committee  in  its  first  report,  and  further  rccoramenda- 
tions  made  in  the  October  report.  In  most  instances  the  directive  uses 
the  original  language  of  the  Committee’s  report;  I  have  generally  merely 
changed  ‘’rbould”  to  ‘"shall,'*  although  there  are  some  few  areas  whore  I 
have  overridden  the  original  recommendationso 

Attached  as  appendices  to  Id.brary  Order  IJo«  5  papers  by  the 
Chief,  iiistory  of  Medicine  Division  (Dr-  17.  J.  Uilson)  and  the  Chief, 
Acquisition  Division  (l/Ir.  Joseph  Croesbeok)*  Dr.  V/ilson's  paper  stems 
from  a  larger  paper  original3.y  presented  in  mimeographed  form  at  the 
Sixth  Meeting  of  the  Association  of  Honorary  Consultants  to  the  Army 
Medical  Library  in  October,  19ij.9;  Mr.  Groesbeck’s  paper  was  presented 
at  the  Seventh  Meeting  of  the  Honorary  Consultants  in  Octob«r,  195^^^ 

The  fourth  paper  is  Library  Order  Nc^  6,  dated  I5  February  I95I5 
establishing  a  continuing  Committee  on  Scope  and  Coverage,  and  setting 
forth  the  matters  to  which  it  should  turn  its  attention  during  the  coming 
year*. 


I  have  already  commended  the  members  of  the  original  Committee  -  - 
Miss  Brodman,  Mr.  Groesbeck^  and  Mr.  Adams  -  -  but  I  take  this  occasion 
to  do  so  again*  Their  considerable  efforts  have  resulted  in  v«rhat  I  believe 
to  be  a  large  forward  step  in  the  rationalization  of  the  policies  of  the 
Army  Medical  Library* 
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The  problems  of  scope  and  coirerage  are  infinite  in  number,  constantly 
presenting  new  facets  for  questioning  and  decision^  and  consequently  are 
never  to  be  completely  solved The  papers  presented  herein  therefore 
offer  no  final  answers,  but  rather  serve  as  a  starting  point  for  further 
discussion  and  sharpening  of  the  issue Si  They  have  been  gathered  together 
in  this  form  because  it  is  felt  that  they  will  be  of  interest  outside  the 
Library^,  in  other  situations  where  similar  problems  are  being  faced o 


FlblllK  B.  ROGERS 
Lt  Col,  UC 
Director 


Army  Medical  Library 
Washington  25^  Or. 
1  March  1951 


-  2  - 


Department  of  the  Army 


ARMY  MEDICAL  LIBRARY 
Washington  25,  D*  C« 


17  November  1914.9 

SUBJECT:  Committee  on  Scope  and  Coverage 

TO:  Miss  Estelle  Brodman 

Mr.  Scott  Adams 
Mr®  Joseph  A.  Groesbeok 

1.  There  is  hereby  established  a  Committee  on  Scope  of  the  Army 

Medical  Library,  constituted  as  followsl 

Miss  Estelle  Brodman,  Chairman 

Mr.  Scott  Adams 

Mr.  Joseph  A.  Groesbeok 

The  Committee  shall  meet  from  time  to  time  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman. 

2o  The  Committee  on  Scope  will 

a.  Consider  the  desirable  scope  of  a  current  collecting 
policy  for  the  Army  Medical  Library. 

b.  Consider  the  desirable  coverage  of  the  field  determined 
to  be  within  scope,  inhere  coverage  should  vary^  precise 
indication  will  bo  made  of  where  the  variance  should 
occur,  and  to  what  extents 

c.  Consider  the  problems  of  scope  and  coverage  presented  by 
materials  already  a  part  of  the  Library's  collections, 
with  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  practically 
total  rocataloging  job  is  now  under  way,  and  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  part  of  the  material  already  in  the  collection 
is  represented  by  entries  in  the  Index-Catalogue. 

do  Bear  in  mind  at  all  times 

(1)  the  archival  functions  of  the  Army  Medical  Library, 
as  well  as  its  reference  functions! 

(2)  the  particular  responsibilities  of  the  Library,  as 
part  of  the  Department  of  Defense,  in  the  area  of 
medical  intelligence; 
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17  November  191+9  -  To  Miss  Brodman,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Groesbeck. 

(5)  the  Director's  conviction,  no  doubt  widely  shared, 
that  the  Library  cannot  and  should  not  attempt  to  be 
autonomous  in  its  collecting  policy  but  must  consider 
carefully  the  significance  of  the  areas  of  interest 
of  other  libraries^  with  specific  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  Library  of  the  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

e.  Offer  its  pooled  judgment  of  the  relative  priorities  which 
should  be  given  to  the  collecting  of  materials  in  the  various 
categories  of  imprint  date,  form  (serial,  monograph,  manu¬ 
script),  and  perhaps  price,  on  the  assumption  that  time, 
personnel,  and  money  are  not  unlimited. 

f.  Make  detailed,  specific  recommendations  on  the  above,  with 
adequate  working  definitions  and  suggestions  for  implementa¬ 
tion  which  will  provide  a  realistic  basis  for  future  activity. 

The  Committee's  activity  need  not  be  limited  to  the  considerations 
outlined  in  paragraph  2  above,  but  in  any  case  will  not  exclude  them«  The 
Committee  is  urged  to  consult  widely  with  other  members  of  the  Library 
staff  whenever  such  action  is  deemed  desirable.-  The  Chief,  Reference 
Division,,  will  make  available  the  services  of  the  Reference  Division  staff 
should  the  Committee  desire  help  in  collecting  and  assembling  data  for 
their  study;  such  activities  of  the  staff  of  the  Reference  Division  shall 
be  given  high  priority.- 

ij..  The  Committee  will  render  a  preliminary  report  on  the  nature,, 
direction  and  methodology  of  its  activities  to  the  Director,  Army  Medical 
Library^  prior  to  6  January  1950*  They  will  confer  from  time  to  time  with 
the  Director,  as  they  deem  desirable*.  A  final  report  will  be  due  on  or 
about  31  March  1950®  Upon  acceptance  of  the  report  by  the  Director,  the 
Committee  is  dissolved. 


/s/  FRAITK  B.  ROGERS 

Major,  Medical  Corps 
Director 

COPY  TO: 

liliss  MacDonald 
Dr.  Mayer 
Dr.  V/ilson 
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Abridged  Report  of 
THE  COMIvIITTEE  ON  SCOPE 


The  Army  Medical  Library  Vfeshington  25,  D.  C*  March  1950 


THE  PROBLEM 

The  time  when  a  person  could  set  out  to  learn  everything  that  was  known 
has  long  since  passed.  Even  in  Francis  Bacon *s  time  the  need  for  specializa¬ 
tion  was  obvious  enough,  so  that  The  New  Atlantis  envisages  corps  of  men  trained 
in  one  or  another  species  of  knowledge.  Just  as universal  knowledge  was  unattain 
able  after  the  time,  perhaps,  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  so  knowledge  of  the  whole  of 
individual  subjects  soon  became  unattainable.  Medicine  began  to  split  off  from 
all  natural  science,  astronomy  from  astrology,  chemistry  from  alchemy  soon  after 
the  Renaissance.  It  is  said  that  Kekule  was  the  last  chemist  to  understand  all 
the  knov/n  facts  about  both  organic  and  inorganic  chemistry.  Perhaps  it  was  Sir 
William  Osier  who  was  the  last  great  figure  to  understand  all  the  advances  of 
medicine  -  or  perhaps  even  he  could  know  only  one  form  of  medicine j  namely, 
internal  medicine. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  knowledge  since  the  middle  ages  has  consistently  split  up 
into  more  manageable  segments  and  then  each  segment  has  deepened.  And  parallel 
with  the  knowledge  itself  has  gone  tM  literature  through  which  the  knowledge  is 
t'"ansmitted  from  worker  to  worker.  Here,  where  ontogeny  faithfully  recapitulated 
phylogeny,  we  find  medicine  follovring  the  outline  of  science  in  general.  In  the 
17th  century,  the  **Invisible  College  at  Gresham”  later  to  be  the  Royal  Society, 
the  Accademia  dei  Lincei  in  Rome,  the  Academie  Royale  des  Sciences  in  Paris, 
the  Kaiserliche  Leopoldinische  Akademie  der  Naturf or sober,  all  published  scienti¬ 
fic  journals  whose  early  pages  abound  in  treatises  on  mathematics,  physics, 
chemistry,  geology,  botany,  and  other  natural  sciences,  as  well  as  on  medicine. 
Gradually,  however,  specialized  journals  in  medicine  alone  began  to  appear |  and 
in  the  19th  century  we  find  even  these  splitting  up  into  the  component  speoialtie 
of  vrhich  medicine  is  composed.  Only  lately  do  we  find,  side  by  side  with  a  con¬ 
tinuing  specialized  literature,  a  few  attempts  to  combine  several  of  the  sub¬ 
divisions  into  one  subject -journal*  Examples  of  such  reintegration  are:  the 
Acta  biophysioa  et  bioohimioa,  or  the  Arkhiv  for  kemi  og  mineralogi. 

Today  we  have  all  types  of  periodical  literature:  the  completely  undiffer¬ 
entiated  science  journal  (such  as  Nature,  Science,  or  Zeitschrift  fiir  Natur- 
wissensohaften),  the  large-subject  journal  (sucli  as  the  J.A.M.A.,  Lancet,  Paris 
iiedicale),  the  minutely  specialized  periodical  (the  Zeitsolirift  fUr  urorogiscKe 
chirurgie,  for  example),  and  the  journals  (mentioned  atove)  which  attempt  to 
be  stride  more  than  one  subject  field.  In  addition  to  the  growing  journal  liter¬ 
ature,  monographic  works  continued  to  be  published  in  increasing  numbers.  With 
the  advent  of  the  centralized  state,  the  government  document  and  the  report  of 
govenament -sponsored  projects  began  to  be  important.  Since  these  did  not  appear 
with  the  same  regularity  and  in  the  same  form  as  the  older  literature,  new 
techniques  for  its  oolleotion  and  use  had  to  be  devised. 


The  great  problems  of  the  collection  of  scientific  literature,  T/hich 
have  plagu.ed  libraries  and  scientists  since  the  beginning  of  the  20th 
century,  ho^vever,  may  be  said  to  be  due  in  large  measure  to  the  tremendous 
bulk  of  the  literature  and  to  the  fluid  nature  of  modem  science.  Any 
library  v/hich  attempts  to  gather  a  comprehensive  collection  in  the  field 
of  medicine  today  must  expect  to  acquire  all  the  forms  of  literature  dis¬ 
cussed  above;  namely,  the  early,  undifferentiated  literature;  the  later, 
minutely  subdivided  literature;  and  the  present-day  atten^ts  to  bridge 
the  formal  boundaries  of  the  individual  sciences*  It  must  also  be  prepared 
to  acquire  material  in  all  forms  -  monographic,  documentary,  near-printed, 
as  well  as  in  the  more  common  serial  state*  It  goes  without  saying  that 
these  works  must  be  collected  in  all  languages.  Because  the  specialized 
sciences  have  not  split  along  clean  definite  lines,  however,  it  must  also 
be  prepared  to  invest  its  time,  money,  energy,  and  space  in  the  collection 
and  storage  of  some  material  from  the  sciences  on  the  periphery  of  its 
major  field.  For  example,  psychiatry  is  unquestionably  considered  to  be 
part  of  medicine  today;  yet  where  psychiatry  fades  off  into  customs  at 
one  end  and  industrial  management  at  the  other,  there  is,  for  a  medical 
library,  a  twilight  zone  of  collecting. 

In  addition,  where  it  was  possible,  due  to  the  comparative  trickle 
of  publications,  for  early  libraries  to  embrace  all  knowledge,  today's 
flood  of  writings  makes  it  expedient  to  concentrate  on  a  smaller  segment 
of  knowledge.  Even  in  these  smaller  segments,  as  mentioned  above,  know¬ 
ledge  (and  consequently  the  literature)  has  deepened  to  the  point  where 
practical  considerations  of  money,  space,  and  personnel  make  it  necessary 
to  define  as  clearly  as  possible  the  exact  boundaries  of  the  segment 
chosen  for  a  collection.  By  doing  so,  the  library  will  be  more  likely 
to  obtain  a  comprehensive  collection  in  its  field  tlian  if  it  attempted 
to  collect  an  amorphous  mass  of  books  on  all  subjects. 

This  problem  is  present  to  a  certain  degree  in  all  medical  libraries, 
but  it  has  been  especially  acute  in  the  Army  Medical  Library  because  of 
the  following  fact or ss 

1.  The  Army  Medical  Library  is  historically  dedicated 
to  collecting  extensively  in  a  large  field  whose 
borders  are  ill-defined* 

2.  In  the  past  half  century  there  has  been,  by  Army  rule, 
a  constant  turnover  of  commandants,  with  a  re.sultant 
loss  of  continuity  in  the  nmning  of  the  Library. 

The  Library  has  not  been  supported  financially  with 
any  consistent  policy,  so  that  long-range  plans  were 
difficult* 

For  these  and  for  other  reasons,  the  collections  at  the  Army  MediceQ. 
Library  have  not  been  so  good  as  they  should  have  been.  John  Shaw  Billings 
felt  that  the  Library  had  at  least  80  per  cent  of  all  the  medical  literature. 
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The  Coramittee  feels  that  this  may  have  been  a  true  estimate  for  19th 
century  literature,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  even  50  cent  of  the 
medical  literature  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  20th  century  r/as  so 
collected* 

This  fact  must  ha'/e  been  apparent  to  the  staff  and  to  users  of 
the  Amy  Medical  Library  for  some  time,  but  it  was  not  until  World  War 
II  that  something  was  dons  about  it^  Under  Colonel  Harold  W.  Jones, 
Director  of  the  Army  Medical  Library  from  193^  to  19h5f  money  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  and  permission  obtained  from 
The  Surgeon  General  to  have  the  American  Library  Association  conduct  a 
survey  of  the  Army  Medical  Library.  The  Survey  Committee  *s  condensed 
report  was  published  in  19i4i+;  in  addition^  detailed  reports  and  recoromend- 
ations  are  preserved  in  typewritten  form  in  the  Library#  For  tl^  present 
Committee’s  work  only  the  sections  of  the  Sunirey  Report  referring  to  the 
oolleotion  are  pertinent# 

The  Survej^  Committee  compared  the  holdings  of  the  Armjr  Medical 
Library  for  monographs,  as  shown  in  the  Index-Catalogue,  with  the  hold¬ 
ings  of  other  outstanding  medioal  libraries.  The  NeVYork  Aoadeny  of 
Medioijne,  tnd  the  library  of  the  Amerioan  Medioal  Association,  and  com¬ 
pared  its  serial  holdings  with  those  of  The  New  York  Aoademy  of  Medicine 
and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  SurgeonSj..  Columbia  University#  It 
found  the  Army  Medical  Library  collections  woefully  weak  in  many  cate¬ 
gories,  and  questioned  not  only  whether  the  LAbraiy  had  fallen  from  its 
high  position  as  the  largest  medical  librery  in  the  worldj,  but  whether 
even  some  American  libraries  were  not  outstripping  thie  Arnij'’  Medical 
Librairjr  in  receipts  of  current  medioal  literature#  It  made  general 
recommendations  for  colTeoH;ib.g  in  certain  areas  which  it  felt  Imd  been 
neglected,  and  it  suggested  cooperation  with  other  governmental  libraries 
to  avoid  ovt'^rlapping  collections# 

As  a  result  of  this  ‘^urvey^  the  Army  Medical  Library  began  to  acquire 
material  from  all  over  the  world  at  an  enormous  rate#  In  this  mass  cf 
acquisitions,  however,  were  many  pieces  only  quasi-medical  in  nature*  In 
addition,  it  soon  began  to  be  perceived  that  the  task  of  going  over  the 
Army  Medical  library  oolleotion  systematically  and  obtaining  the  missing 
literature  would  be  an  enomous  one#  Because  the  recommendations  of  the 
Survey  Committee  had  necessarily  been  couched  in  general  terms,  aid  oould 
not  be  obtained  from  them  in  deciding  about  specific  books  or  topics*  A 
more  detailed  spelling  out  of  the  problems  and  the  steps  to  their  solution 
was  needed# 

A  trial  effort  at  scl'Tlng  ttiese  problems  was  made  by  inviting  outside 
specialists  to  survey  the  literature  in  their  particular  subjeot  fields 
and  to  make  specific  recommendations  for  the  acquisition  of  material  and 
for  weeding  of  the  collection  as  it  stood#  The  Amerioan  Pharmaceutical 
Association  was  thxis  invited  to  aid  the  Army  Medioal  Library  in  this 
manner#  A  number  of  meetings  were  held  with  r  e  p. resent  at  i^res  of  the  A.P.A# 
and  the  Library  profited  by  valuable  general  guidance  aru!  a  nuraber  of 
specific  recommondations#  It  was  soon  apparent,  however,  that  the 
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problems  in  any  subjeot-^area  had  to  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  whole 
ooilectiono  For  this  reason^  a  more  pragmatic  method  was  decided  upon® 

On  17  Noi^ainber  19i|9,  a  Committee  on  Scope  and  Coverage  was  established 
with  orders  to  present  its  final  report  on  or  about  3I  Mar(Kh  1950»  This 
report  was  prepared  in  compliance  with  that  directive o 


IIETHODOI/OGY 

The  Committee  realized  at  the  outset  that  other  groups  had  worked  on 
the  same  problem  of  scientific  literature  previously®  Although  it  deter¬ 
mined  upon  a  new  procedure ^  the  Committee  considered  carefully  the  report 
of  the  Survey  Committee  of  the  Army  Medical  Library  in  1 9Vl  the  trans-- 
actions  of  the  various  international  congresses  on  scientific  literature^, 
the  writings  of  such  experts  as  Bradford  and  Lane aster- Jones  in  England 
and  Fussier  in  America^  and  the  work  of  groups  still  in  existence  such 
as  the  Surgeon  General ''s  Committee  of  Consultants  for  the  Study  of  the 
Indexes  to  Medical  Literature  Published  by  the  Army  Medical  librarys 

A.t  its  first  meeting  on  22  November  19U9  the  Committee  settled  on 
the  following  procedure  for  handling  its  assignments 

1»  Determination  of  the  broad  aspects  of  the  scope 
of  medicine- 


2c)  Determination  of  peripheral  subjects  of  consequence 
to  medicine j  and  of  the  extent  to  which  they  should  be 
represented  in  the  collectionsc 


3*  Study  of  the  effect  of  the  collecting  policies  of  other 
federal  libraries  on  the  above o 

ij.*  Study  of  special  area  amd  relationship  problems* 

At  its  first  meeting  the  Committee  agreed  that  the  literature  of 
the  following  subjects  was  to  be  included  in  a  core  collection  of  the 
medical  sciences; 


Medicine 

Surgery 

Nursing 

Osteopathy 


Dentistry  and 
Dental  Hygiene 
Pharmacy 


Chiropractic 
Medical  Technology 
Physical  Therapy 
Psychiatry 


These  a  priori  decisions  were  developed  further,  in  a  memo  to  the 
Director^  as 

a^)  Medicine  per  se  (medicine,,  surgery) 

bo  The  non-standard  explanations  of  disease  and  its 
treatment  (chiropractic p  osteopathy) 
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Co  Those  parts  of  medicine  which  are  sometimes  questioned 
as  being  a  part  of  medicine ^  but  which  the  Committee 
felt  should  be  so  considered  (psychiatry^,  physical 
therapy^  medical  technology) 

do  Those  non-medical  fields  closely  allied  to  medicine, 
which  the  Committee  felt  the  Amy  Medical  Library 
should  consider  as  much  its  province  as  medicine  per  se 
(dentistry,  pharmacy,  nurrSing)  “ 

It  was  then  agreed  that  related  subjects  could  best  be  weighed  by  con¬ 
sideration  cf  the  whole  of  human  loiowledge  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
medical  library o  The  most  convenient  approach  to  such  a  review  appeared 
to  be  by  means  of  an  existing  systematic  classification  of  knowledgeo 
Accordingly,  it  was  decided  to  study  the  Library  of  Congress  classification 
schedules  which  provide  convenient ,  familiar  classification  symboig;. 

With  the  Library  of  Congress  schedules  in  hand  the  Committee  agreed 
first  to  accept  the  ’’R”  schedule  in  entiretyi  that  is,  to  say  that  all 
knowledge  encompassed  in  this  schedule  is  medical  and  is  appropriate  to  the 
Library*,  The  remaining  Library  of  Congress  schedules,  A  through  Q,  and. 

S  through  Z,  were  then  divided  among  the  members  of  the  Committee,  who 
selected  from  them  subjects  considered  to  be  of  interest  to  the  Army  Medical 
Library*,  These  selections  were  discussed  aiad  agreed  upon  by  all  members  of 
the  Committee o 

The  Committee  next  gave  consideration  to  the  question  of  degree  of 
coverage  for  each  subject  so  ^selected*,  It  was  immediately  apparent  that  if 
a  workable  selection  guide  were  to  result  from  the  Committee  *s  study,  several 
degrees  of  coverage  must  be  defined  with  some  precision©  Obviously,  the 
Library  would  want  everything  on  surgery  and  almost  nothing  i.ti  geography, 
the  upper  and  lower  degrees  of  coverage  were  thus  simple  to  de,fin9o  Tbliv 
were  designated,  respectively,  **8xhaustive”  and  ^bkeletal”  collectionso  The 
middle  groimd  presented  the  problem,©  Afte.r  considers  cl®  discuasicr.  it  was 
decided  to  define  "che  lim.its  of  collecti^on  betvjeen  ^^skeletal*^  and  '^oxhtauistiTe*^ 
in  terms  of  usefulness  expressed  within  a  familiar  academic  frame  of  reference. 
Accordingly,  the  following  four  degrees  cf  oo-v^rage  were  defined: 

1.  A  skeletal  collection  is  one  that  merely  takes  ccgni.z8n«3  cf 
a  su'bject©  It  consists  of  a  dictionary,  one  or  two  outstanding 
texts  in  the  latest  or  best  edition,  and  a  history  of  the  subject® 

2®  A  reference  colleotion  is  a  collection  in  a  field  relating  to 
medicine  adequate  for  the  requirements  cf  a  medical  investigator 
working  at  the  level  of  university  graduate  study©  It  consists 
of  one  or  more  up-to«-date  dictionaries,  an  encyclopedia,  several 
texts  in  the  latest  or  best  editions,  a  comprehensiT-e  biblio¬ 
graphy,  a  comprehensive  index  to  the  periodical  literature,  one 
or  more  basic  journals,  and  one  or  more  histories  cf  the  subject. 
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3*  A  research  collection  is  a  collection  in  the  medical  or  related 

subjects  wkich  is  adequate  for  independent  investigation  comparable 
to  university  doctoral  dissertation  standards*  It  includes  most  of 
the  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  government  documents  in  the 
commonly  used  languages  in  the  latest  or  best  editions* 

I|.*  An  exhaustive  collection  is  one  which  includes  everything  written 
in  the  field  —  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  abstracting  and  re¬ 
viewing  media,  government  documents,  loose-leaf  systems,  congress 
reports,  Festsohriften,  dissertations,  symposia,  institutional 
reports,  school  catalogs,  leaflets,  broadsides,  notices,  eto*  — 
whether  printed,  near-printed,  typewritten,  or  in  manuscript,  in 
all  languages,  of  all  time,  and  in  all  editions,  but  not  necessar¬ 
ily  in  translation  or  in  variant  issues*  Ephemera  such  as  commer¬ 
cial  promotional  literature  may  be  kept  permanently  only  in 
representative  samples* 

The  Committee  then  reviewed  each  subject  determined  to  bo  within  scope, 
indicating  its  collective  judgment  as  to  the  extent  of  desirable  coverage 
within  the  subject*  A  detailed  statement’ of  its  decisions  was  filed  with 
the  Director*  A  second  progress  report  was  submitted  on  5  January  1950 
which  it  was  suggested  that  the  Committee  consult  with  other  special  federal 
libraries  whoso  collecting  policies  might  affeot,  and  might  be  affected  by, 
decisions  made  by  the  Army  Medical  Library*  On  invitation  from  the  Director 
representatives  from  the  following  libraries  met  on  17  January  1950 
Army  Medical  Library: 

Federal  Security  Agency  Smithsonian  Institution 

National  Institutes  of  Health  U*  S*  Department  of  Agriculture 

Naval  Medical  Center  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 

It  is  recognized  that  any  conclusions  regarding  division  of  collecting 
effort  among  the  federal  libraries  may  necessitate  re-examination  of  exist¬ 
ing  agreements  between  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Army  Medical  Library* 
The  Library  of  Congress  was  not  included  since  the  Committee  and  the  Director 
believed  that  discussion  with  the  Library  of  Congress  would  be  premature 
without  a  report  in  hand* 

As  a  consequence  of  this  meeting  the  Committee  reached  the  tentative 
decision  that  the  only  area  in  which  there  may  be  serious  duplication  is  that 
of  veterinary  medicine  and  the  allied  fields,  and  that,  consequently,  the 
Library  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  the  only  agency  represented  at 
the  meeting  whose  oolleoting  'polioy  must  bo  studied  thoroughly  in  framing 
the  policy  of  the  Army  Medical  Library.  The  Committee  lacked  the  power  to 
explore  this  matter  fully  and  must  refer  final  decisions  to  the  personal 
attention  of  the  Director* 

Consideration  was  then  given  to  special  aspects  of  the  problem*  The 
Committee  invited  Dr*  William  Jerome  Wilson,  Chief  of  the  History  of  Medicine 
Division,  to  sit  with  it,  and  its  conclusions  relating  to  the  collection  of 
historical  materials  were  influenced  by  his  opinions*  The  Committee  is 
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in  agreement  with  the  principles  expressed  in  Dr.  UTilson’s  paper  relating 
to  the  collection  of  early  printed  hooks  and  manuscriptsf>* 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Roos,  Head  of  the  Document  Section^  advised  the  Com¬ 
mittee  in  reaching  a  recommendation  on  the  scope  of  governmental  publica¬ 
tions  to  be  collected  by  the  Library* 

Mr.  Sam  TiT.  Roberts^  Chief  of  the  Administrative  Division,  assisted 
the  Committee  in  determining  recommendations  for  the  Library’s  responsi¬ 
bility  for  maintaining  permanent  archival  files  relating  to  the  Array 
Medical  Library’s  own  historyo  It  is  believed  that  all  pertinent  Army 
Regulations  were  considered  in  arriving  at  conclusions  concerning  the 
Library’s  policy  in  collecting  publications  and  other  material  relating 
to  the,  Medical  Department  of  the  Army* 

In  considering  the  scope  of  the  Art  Section^  Miss  M-  Ruth  MacDonald, 
Chief  of  the  Catalog  Division,  v;as  consulted  and  the  relationship  to  the 
Medical  Illustration  Service  of  the  Armed  Forces  Institute  of  Pathology 
was  considered*  The  Committee  did  not  consider  it  within  its  purview  to 
recommend  reconsideration  of  the  existent  Army  Regulations  allocating 
responsibility  for  medical  films  at  the  present  time* 

To  determine  whether  its  recommendations  on  weeding  the  collection 
were  workable,  the  Committee  procured  the  aid  of  Miss  Marjory  Spencer  of 
the  Reference  Division  and  Mr*  Leslie  Falk  of  the  Acquisition  Division, 
who  experimentally  ran  through  the  procedures  recommended  for  the  v/eeding 
of  out-of-scope  monographs  in  tvra  subjects  chosen  at  random. 

The  writing  of  this  report  was  parceled  out  among  the  members  of  the 
Committee.  The  sections  were  then  subjected  to  common  editorial  reviev; 
and  the  final  report  represents,  therefore,  the  unanimous  and  collective 
judgment  of  all  members  of  the  Committee*  Draft  copies  of  the  final  report 
were  circulated  for  comment  to  all  Division  Chiefs  of  the  Army  Medical 
Library,  and  their  suggestions  considered  in  the  preparation  of  the  final 
report.  There  is  no  minority  report. 


^Here  follows  a  section  of  specific  recommendations.^ 


COHCLUSIOHS 


The  Committee  on  Scope  recommends  that  the  Army  Medical  Library 
collect  material  in  all  the  specific  fields  of  knowledge  shown  in  the 
special  reports  submitted  to  the  Director,  and  to  the  extent  recommended 
in  each  case*  It  recommends  that  the  Director  take  steps  to  clarify  the 


*  Wilson,  W.  J.  A  Plan  for  a  Comprehensive  Medico-Historical  Library. 
23  pt>  Mimeographed.  21  October  19h9» 
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boundaries  babwesn  ths  collections  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Army  Medical  Library  and  that  this  report  then  serve  as  a  basis  for  dis¬ 
cussions  between  the  Army  Medical  Library  and  the  Library  of  Congress*  It 
also  recommends  speoiai  consideration  for  the  History  of  Medicine  Division, 
the  Art  Section,  documentary  materials,  and  the  Library’s  archives* 

The  Committee  believes  that,  as  hB.s  bean  pointed  out  by  many  'writers, 
serial  publications  are  the  most  important  material  acquired  by  a  science 
library  today  serving  practicing  scientists;  and  it  dees  not  feel  that  oO 
per  cent  of  the  Library’s  total  budget  for  acquisitions  is  too  much  to 
spend  on  this  form  of  publication*  It  feels  'bhat  current  and  recent  mono¬ 
graphs  should  be  sought  after  dynamically  for  purchase,  but  it  believers 
19th  century  and  early  20th  century  (up  to  1920)  monographs  need  b©  p’ur- 
chased  only  as  offered  by  dealers  or  other  sellers*  In  the  field  of  rare 
books,  the  Committee  is  in  accord  with  Dr*  Wilson’s  views  as  shoitfn  in  his 
earlier  article* 

Although  the  Committee  is  aware  that  money  for  the  purchase  of 
materials  for  the  Army  Medical  Library  collections  is  far  from  unlimited, 
it  feels  that  no  valid  criterion  could  be  set  up  for  judging  acquisitions 
theoretically  on  the  basis  of  price  alone*  Each  case  must  be  judged  indi¬ 
vidually,  and  the  Committee  therefore  makes  no  recommendation  on  this  point. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  a  continuing  Committoe  on  Scope  be 
appointed  to  plan  the  systematic  sui-voy  of  the  Anny  Medical  Library  collec¬ 
tion,  and  to  be  a-vailable  to  the  Director  for  referral  of  problem, s  perbain- 
ing  to  scope  and  coverage.  The  Committee  feels  that  the  Chief,  Acquisition 
division,  the  Chief,  History-  of  Medicine  Division,  and  the  Chief,  Reference 
Division,  should  be  members  ex  officio  and  that  the  other  member  or  members 
be  rotated  annually. 


Re  spe  c  t f u 1 ly  submit ted. 


SCOTT  ADAMS 
JOSEPH  GROESBECK 


ESTELLE  BRODMAH,  Chairman 
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THE  ARm  T1EDICAL  IIBRARY 
V/ashington  25,  D.  C. 


IIBRARY  ORDER  No.  5  6  February  1951 

SUBJECT:  Scope  and  Coverage  of  Collections 

1.  Purpose.  The  purpose  of  this  directive  is  to  define  the  soope 
of  the  coTleoting  policy  of  the  Army  Medical  Library,  to  specify  the 
degree  of  coverage  to  be  sought  in  each  field  defined  as  being  within 
scope,  and  to  provide  a  guide  for  intelligent  reshaping  of  the  collec¬ 
tions  assembled  in  the  past. 

2.  Definitions. 

a.  SCOPE  —  The  range  in  breadth  of  a  subject  field.  (Only 
sul) jeot  content  is  pertinent.) 

b.  COVERAGE  —  The  depth  of  penetration  into  a  subject  field, 
or  into  subdivisions  of  the  field.  (Language,  physical 
format,  imprint  date,  quality  level,  etc.  —  all  may  be 
pertinent. ) 

c.  LEVELS  OR  DEGRESS  OF  COVERAGE  — 

(1)  A  SKELETAL  COLLECTION  is  one  that  merely  takes  cog- 
nizanoe  of  a  subject.  It  consists  of  a  dictionary, 
one  or  two  outstanding  texts  in  the  latest  or  best 
edition,  and  a  history  of  the  subject. 

(2)  A  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  is  a  collection  in  a  field 
Felating  to  me d i c i ne  ad equate  for  the  requirements  of 
a  medical  investigator  working  at  the  level  of  univer¬ 
sity  graduate  study.  It  consists  of  one  or  more  up-to- 
date  dictionaries,  an  encyclopedia,  several  texts  in 
the  latest  or  best  editions,  a  comprehensive  biblio¬ 
graphy,  a  comprehensive  index  to  the  periodical  litera¬ 
ture,  one  or  more  basic  journals,  and  one  or  more 
histories  of  the  subject. 

(3)  A  RESEARCH  COLLECTION  is  a  collection  in  the  medical 
"or  related  subject s  v/hich  is  adequate  for  independent 
investigation  comparable  to  university  doctoral  dis¬ 
sertation  standards.  It  includes  most  of  the  books, 
pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  government  documents  in 
the  commonly  used  languages  in  the  latest  or  best 
editions . 


(U)  ja  SmoSTIVE  COLLgCIIOK  is  ona  which  includes 

everything  wriW-en  in  the  field  ~  bookst  pamphlets, 
periodioalsp  abstracting  and  revievring  media,  govern- 
ment  documents,  loose-leaf  systems,  oongress  reports. 
Fast so hr if ten,  dissertations,  symposia,  institutional 
reports,  school  catalogs,  leaflets,  broadsides,  notices, 
eto*,  —  v/hether  printed,  near-printed,  typewritten,  or 
in  manuscript,  in  all  languages,  of  all  time,  and  in 
all  editions,  but  not  neoessarlly  in  translation  or  in 
variant  issues*  Ephemera  suoh  as  oommeroial  promotion¬ 
al  literature  may  be  kept  permanently  only  in  represent¬ 
ative  samples* 

do  MBDICIKB  —  ”The  science  and  art  dealing  with  the  prevent 
tlon,  cure,  or  alleviation  of  disease”  (Vfebster).  Aa  hero 
defined,  medicine  includes  the  narrower  field  in  the  provlnoe 
of  the  physician  (as  opposed  to  the  surgeon),  as  well  aa 
surgery,  nursing,  dentistry  and  dental  hygiene^  pharmacy 
and  phaimaoology,  physical  therapy,  peyohiatry,  medical 
technology,  and  the  non-standard  e:j^lanationa  of  disease 
suoh  as  ohiropraotio  and  osteopathy^ 

3*  Areas  declared  in  soope,  with  indications  of  level  of  ooverage, 
arranged  aooordlng  to  'fehTUVrary  of  ^oag'r'e's's'  'tflaVsH^o'ai'i'dn; 

A  *  GESERAL  TTOSES 
POLYGRAPHS 

Any  reference  library  requires  some  works  of  a  general  nature) 
the  larger  the  library  and  the  greater  its  reference  and  bibliographio 
responsibilities,  the  more  of  these  it  may  need  for  cataloging  and  refer¬ 
ence  purposes*  In  general,  the  Army  Modioal  Library  reforonoe  oollectlon 
T/111  be  kept  as  small  as  efficient  service  will  allow,  on  the  theory  that 
the  Library  is  not  a  universal  library  with  universal  needs® 

The  Library  will  have  the  basio  modem  national  and  internation¬ 
al  encyclopedias  (e^go,  Larousse,  Brockhaua,  Britannloa)  in  the  latest  or 
best  editions  only)  older  enoyolopedias .are  required  only  if  they  are  monu¬ 
ments  in  the  history  of  learning  which  are  still  important  for  the  study  of 
the  history  of  soienoe  (e.g* ^  Diderot,  Brsoh  &  Gruber,  Fedler)*  Similarly, 
the  best  modem  diotionarTes  in  all  generally  used  languages  are  needed* 

In  minor  languages^  bilingual  dictionaries  are  sufficient. 

Publications  of  academies  and  learned  sooieties  will  be  acquired 
when  the  academies  contain  medical  sections  specif ioally/»  The  Proceedings 
and  othsr  serial  publications  of  learned  sooieties  and  academies  in  general 
prove  to  be  richer  souroes  of  medical  or  cognate  information  in  the  I7  • 
19th  centuries  than  in  the  later  ones,  and  the  Library *s  collecting  policy 
Tri.ll  reflect  tliis  difference.  Each  suoh  publication  should  be  fudged  on 
its  individual  values  for  the  development  of  medical  thought)  this  litera¬ 
ture,  therefore,  may  be  collected  fully  or  selectively. 
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The  same  principles  apply  to  the  publications  of  international 
congresses  in  other  than  purely  medical  fields* 

On  the  other  hand,  yearbooks,  almanacs  and  general  directories 
are  necessary  guidebooks  to  the  world  of  learning,  and  the  Library  will 
collect  these  at  a  research  level.  Apart  from  their  reference  use,  where 
the  latest  editions  are  indispensable,  these  publications  have  retrospec¬ 
tive  importance  for  cataloging  and  bibliographic  reference. 

Popular  medical  almanacs  need  be  acquired  in  samplings  only. 

The  Library  v/ill  eschev/  temptations  to  collect  vddely  in  the 
history  of  science  in  general.  The  histories  of  sciences  ancillary  to 
medicine  will  of  course  be  collected;  beyond  this  the  Library  will  limit 
itself  to  general  survey  histories  (e .g« ,  Sarton,  Thorndyke,  Taylor, 
Ormsby),  leaving  primary  re sp onsibi lity  for  this  field  to  the  Library  of 
Congress* 


B  -  PHILOSOPirf  -  KELEGIOH 


B  -  Philosophy. 

The  "Amy  Medical  Library  needs  only  a  few  background  works  in 
general  philosophy,  mainly  because  of  the  influence  that  philosophy 
(especially  logic  and  cosmology)  has  had  on  medical  thinking.  For  the 
rest  the  physician  may  read  his  philosophy  at  home;  he  need  find  in  the 
Library  only  enough  to  be  sure  of  his  definitions*  A  skeletal  collec¬ 
tion  for  this  subject  is  adequate* 

EF  -  Psychology. 

The  iTbrary  will  have  only  a  skeletal  collection  in  pure 
psychology,  and  a  reference  collection  in  most  of  the  other  portions  of 
the  field  of  psychology.  This  Library  is  primarily  a  library  for  the 
medical,  and  not  the  psychological,  profession;  other  collections, 
notably  that  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  exist  to  give  service  in  the 
literature  of  pure  psychology* 

In  general,  there  are  tivo  principles  which  will  aid  in 
determining  the  extent  to  which  the  Library  will  collect  material  from 
the  welter  of  psychological  disciplines:  a)  the  extent  to  which  the 
discipline  is  applied  to  the  understanding  of  pathological  conditions; 
and  b)  the  extent  to  which  the  discipline  is  founded  on  scientific 
methodology. 

Because  the  Library  of  Congress  Classification  has  not  been 
able  to  keep  abreast  of  the  rapid  development  in  the  field  of  psychol¬ 
ogy,  the  following  analysis  is  based  on  the  classification  scheme  used 
for  Psychological  Abstracts : 

1*  The  Army  Medical  Library  will  collect  extensively 
(research  collection)  in: 
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a®  Physiological  ps3'’3holcgy  (oog®,  brain  response 

to  stimuli) 5  ” 

bo  Receptive  and  perceptual  processes  (eog®,  adaptation 
in  human  vision)^ 

Co  Certain  behavior  deviations,  such  as  speech  disorders, 
psychcneurosesj,  and  the  physically  handicapped  (eog®, 
speech  in  orgarxic  brain  damagei  pathological  lyi'ngT o 

2o  The  Army  Medical  Library  will  collect  a  fairly  large  amount 
of  the  literature  (a  reference  collection)  on  psychological 
tests  and  testings  child  psychology  and  developments  intelli¬ 
gences  '  sociology,  general  education,  etc® 

3*  The  Library  does  not  need  more  than  the  barest  minimum 

(skeletal  collection)  in  general  psychology,  and  a  reference 
collection  in  industrial  psychology® 

Of  some  importance  is  the  subject  sometimes  called  *^human  engineer¬ 
ing,^*  that  is,  the  relation  of  man  to  his  machine,  a  new  field  of  applied 
science  which  draws  its  data  from  psychology,  anthropology,  biophysics, 
engineering,  and  many  other  sources®  It  is  of  particular  importance  to  the 
Army  Medical  Library  because  within  the  Army  the  subject  has  been  assigned 
as  a  responsibility  of  the  Army  Medical  Service,  whose  mission  could  not 
effectively  be  carried  out  without  a  collection  of  pertinent  literature, 
liaterial  in  this  field  v/ill  be  collected  at  the  research  la-yel® 

In  the  field  of  the  psychology  of  primitive  races  and  religions, 
all  that  is  needed  is  a  small  collection  (a  reference  ccllection)  on  those 
forms  “  e . g . ,  magic  and  demonology  ■»»  which  have  psychiatric  implicationso 

C,  D,  S,  P  -  HISTORY 

The  Library  requires  only  a  few  classic  re'f<=» Trance  works  and 
dictionaries  in  CB  (history  of  civilization  and  culture)  jD  (  mi  versa!  an.d 
old  world  history)  I  E-F  (American  hi  story)  |  but  the  collection  of  general 
biographical  works  (e.g.,  the  DolJoB.)  should  be  adequate  to  the  requirements 
of  research  in  the  his-bory  of  medicine,  and  to  the  demands  of  scholarly 
cataloging!  works  on  aboriginal  mortuary  customs  (E  59«>M  8)  will  be  collected 
on  the  reference  leT/el  for  their  contribution  to  knowledge  of  primitive  psy¬ 
chology,  embalming,  the  role  of  the  priest  as  medicine  man,  eto.j  the  special 
subjects  of  disease  and  medicine  among  Rorth  American  Indians  (E  ^'6oD  6  and 
E  98eM  1)  will  be  collected  exhaustively® 

G  -  GBOGR/iFKY  -  MTHROPOLOGY 

G  “  Geography. 

“  iTie"  Army  Medical  Library  requires  only  those  atlases,  gazetteers, 
maps,  etc.  v/hioh  a  reader  expects  to  find  in  any  public  library  and  which 
are  essential  to  bibliographical  research  in  a  scholarly  library. 
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GF  -  Anthropogeography . 

The  Amy  Medical  Library  requires  a  reference  collection  only 
on  the  distribution  of  mankind  (GF  101);  specific  works  relating  to 
disease,  to  race,,  or  to  population  class  elsewhere «> 

GN  -  Anthropology. 

The  Army  Medical  Library  recognizes  that  primary  responsibility 
for  anthropology  is  shared  by  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Smithsonian 
Institution^  lienee,  only  a  working  collection  is  required  in  most  branches 
of  the  subject.  Collections  at  the  research  level  are  desirable,  however, 
in  those  branches  of  anthropology  which  bear  upon  anatomy  and  physiology 
(GN  171,  GN  181,  GN  191,  G¥  221-251);  and  because  of  the  concern  of  the 
Armed  Forces  in  physical  measurements,  a  research  collection  is  required 
in  anthropometry  (gN  51“70;  GV  h33)  Finally,  an  exhaustive  collection 
is  indicated  in  the  medicine  of  primitive  people  (GN  1+77)  • 

GR  -  Folk-lore. 

The  Army  Medical  Library  requires  an  exhaustive  collection  in 
the  folk-lore  of  medicine  (gR  880). 

GT  -  Manners  and  Customs o 

The  Army  Medical  Library  requires  an  exiiaustive  collection  in 
GT  customs  relating  to  physicians,  surgeons,  etc.^ 

GV  -  Sports  and  Physical  Training. 

Yho  Army  Medical  Library  requires  an  exhaustive  collection  on 
physical  training  for  physically  defective  persons  (GV  3577) f  and  a  research 
collection  in  physical  measurements  (GV  i4.35)  and  physical  tests  (GV  U3^)  • 

H  -  SOCIAL  SCIENCES 

The  Army  Medical  Library  will  collect  certain  materials  in  the 
field  of  the  social  sciences  for  at  least  four  reasons: 

1.  Historical  interest.  The  earlier  physician  was  often  a  v/orker 
in  what  we  would  today  consider  another  profession.  If  this 
were  the  only  reason  for  collecting  in  the  social  sciences, 
however,  the  Army  Medical  Library  v/ould  be  ill  advised  to  keep 
the  collections,  much  less  to  add  to  them.i 

2.  The  calls  on  the  present-day  physician  to  exercise  his  functions 
on  large  groups  -  for  example,  prisoners,  school  children,  worlniien, 
and  the  like.  For  the  best  work  here,  the  physician  must  have 
material  on  such  topics  as  vital  statistics  (HA-HB),  v/orkmen’s 
insurance  (HD),  the  education  of  the  blind  (HV),  and  disaster 
relief  (HV).  In  most  of  these  fields  the  Army  Medical  Library 
need  not  collect  beyond  the  reference  collection,  though  occasion¬ 
ally  (as  in  vital  statistics  (HA)),  a  research  collection  will 
be  neededc 

.  The  responsibility  of  the  physician  to  practice  his  profession 
through  social  agencies  v/hich  have  been  created  to  administer  to 
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the  siok,  the  infirm, 'the  exceptional,  and  the  abnormal*  In 
order  to  meet  this  challenge  offectivsly  the  physician  must  have 
access  to  information  on  these  social  agencies  and  on  general 
socio-economic  conditions.  A  good  medical  library  must,  therefore 
contain  some  works  on  the  many  public  and  private  agencies  of 
society  (HV),  on  criminology,  degeneration,  and  the  like.  The 
Army  Medical  Library  need  collect  only  a  skeletal  collection  in 
the  form  of  directories,  quick  reference  works,  generalized 
treatises,  and  the  like,  and  should  refer  readers  to  other  federal 
libraries  (such  as  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Office  of  Edu¬ 
cation)  who  hold  primary  responsibility  for  this  area* 

ii*  The  scientific  contributions  Tvhich  the  physician  makes  as  physi¬ 
cian  in  fields  (such  as  the  family  (HQ),  the  alcoholic  (H^T’),  the 
drug  addict)  which  are  a  joint  responsibility  of  the  medical  and 
another  profession.  In  certain  sections  of  this  field,  rxamely, 
those  portions  of  the  HQ  table  dealing  v/ith  sex  in  its  genetic 
aspects,  and  the  HV  ‘coitions  on  the  feeble-minded,  the  alcoholic, 
and  the  drug  addict,  the  Army  Medical  Library  v/ill  collect 
extensively  (to  a  research  level)* 

J  -  K  -  POLITICAL  SCIEITCE  Al^ID  UT; 

The  Army  Medical  Library  recognizes  that  the  Librar^r  of  Congress 
is  the  natural  depository  of  political  science  and  lav;*  Consequently, 
reference  collections  only  will  be  attempted  in  food  and  drug  and  public 
health  law  and  administration,  both  national  and  international;  except  thab 
miedical  jurisprudence,  that  is,  the  application  of  medical  laiov/ledge  to 
legal  problems will  be  acquired  at  a  research  level* 

The  Army  Medical  Libra is  concerned  vath  secondary  materials 
in  these  fields,  i.e.,  with  bocks  about  medical  jurisprudence,  etc*  Gorcpll 
ations  of  laws,  ere* ,  are  left  tc  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  the  Food  and 
Djoug  Administration,  and  other  appropriate  agencies  whose  primary  ccncern 
they  arso 

L  -  EDUCATIOII 

The  interest  in  education  in  a  non-academic  medical  library  is 
rightly  on  the  applications  of  medical  theories  to  existing  situations, 
e.  g*,  school  hygiene,  mental  tests,  education  cf  defective  children;  ani 
cT^he  use  of  educational  statistics  for  medical  purposes,  e«  g*,  anthro¬ 
pological  and  psycho-physical  studies  of  the  child.  Of  course,  catalogs 
of  schools  of  medicine,  dentistry,  pharmacy,  nursing,  etc*  will  be  exhaus¬ 
tively  collected,  as  well  as  student  publications  of  these  schools. 

N  -  FINS  ARTS 

Architecture  is  of  interest  to  medicine  only  when  it  concerns 
medical  and  public  health  buildings*  The  Army  Medical  Library  need  not 
collect  any  other  works  on  the  subject* 
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Art  anatomy,  in  its  truest  sense,  is  surface  anatomy  viewed 
dynamioally#  It  is  used  by  students  of  medioine  and  medical  illustrators| 
as  well  as  artists*  It  will  be  oolleoted  at  the  research  level* 

P  -  UTBRATURB 

The  Army  Medical  Library  will  not  collect  medical  fiction. 

In  general,  the  PA  class  is  viewed  by  this  Library  as  part  of 
the  History  of  Medicine,  and  not  as  literature  per  se,  and  therefore  is 
found  in  the  R  and  W  schedules* 


Q  -  SCIENCS 

Lfeny  works  labelled  as  ^general  science"  contain  larger  or  smaller 
amounts  of  literature  on  medioine  and  its  auxiliary  sciences*  In  particular 
earlier  scientific  publications  are  more  likely  to  be  undifferentiated  in 
this  way  than  are  later  ones*  "While  it  is  manifestly  absurd  to  set  up  any 
exact  rule  of  what  to  acquire,  spelled  out  to  percentages,  it  is  felt  that 
the  serial  publications  of  the  great  learned  societies  before  1800  should  bo 
collected  quite  extensively,  and  that  later  publications  should  bo  acquired 
only  when  an  entire  section  is  devoted  to  medicine  or  when  a  substantial 
number  (say,  roughly,  a  quarter)  of  the  articles  scattered  throughout  are 
on  medical  or  para-medical  topics.  This  will  also  be  the  guiding  line  for 
collection  of  international  congresses  (Q  lOl),  except  that  here  the  general 
policy  will  be  interpreted  more  liberally,  since  the  collection  of  reports 
of  international  congresses  in  the  Army  Medical  Library  has  reached  such 
stature  that  it  would  seem  desirable  to  maintain  and  augment  it* 

The  historical  connection  between  medioine  and  general  science 
is  one  reason  why  some  material  on  the  history  of  science  and  biograpliy 
of  scientists  should  bo  oolleoted  by  the  Army  Medical  Library  (Q  125-130) • 
Here  again  histories  of  early  science  are  more  likely  to  contain  material 
important  to  medicine  than  do  histories  of  later  periods*  Another  reason 
for  oolleoting  material  on  the  history  of  science  is  to  bo  found  in  the 
eclectic  nature  of  medioine,  which  borrows  extensively  from  all  the 
sciences* 


For  the  latter  reason,  also,  material  on  the  nomenclature, 
terminology,  and  philosophy  of  the  sciences  should  bo  acquired  in  a 
minimal  fashion  (Q  175-179) • 

It  is  believed  that  stxidents  of  foreign  languages  should  not 
expect  to  find  material  for  their  studies  in  the  Army  Medical  Library# 
For  that  reason  a  collection  of  science  readers  for  the  study  of  foreign 
languages  (Q  211-219)  will  not  be  undertaken# 

Such  general  tables  and  groups  of  handy  information  as  the 
Chemical  Handbook  or  the  Engineers*  Handbook  will  bo  necessary  for 
reference  purposes*  These,  however,  may  be  weeded  as  new  editions 
appear* 
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QA  ~  liathematics* 

The  Army  Medical  Library  ■'^111  keep  tables  of  mathematical 
constants  (logaritiims,  or  trigonometric  functions),  a  feTsi  v/orks  on  the 
presentation  of  mathematical  facts  (graphic  methods,  QA  90),  and  a 
general  reviev/  work  on  each  of  the  portions  of  the  field  of  higher 
mathematics  (calculus,  probabilities,  trigonometry)  which  is  important 
to  exact  experimentation  and  to  the  collection  of  vital  statistics. 

(For  statistical  theory  and  methods,  see  HA  29-33*) 

QC  -  Physics. 

Because  the  science  of  physics  is  basic  to  the  development 
of  many  of  the  instruments  and  methods  of  medicine,  the  Library  must 
contain  some  general  works  in  phj’’sics  to  serve  as  background  to  the 
particular  applications  of  physics  to  the  medical  sciences*  Classi¬ 
cally,  these  applications  have  been  in  soimd  (for  hearing),  light  and 
optics  (for  research  on  eyesight  and  on  such  instruments  as  microscopes 
and  ophthalmoscopes),  and  electricity  (for  treatment  through  static 
electricity)*  Therefore  a  skeletal  collection  in  general  works  (QC  21), 
instruments  and  apparatus  (QC  53),  sound  (QC  222),  heat  (QC  2^14.),  theriac- 
metry  (qG  271),  optics  (QC  335),  electricity  and  magnetism  (QC  518),  is 
required*  Books  on  optical  instruments  and  apparatus  of  medical  applica¬ 
tion  (QC  371)  will  be  collected  at  the  research  level*  ~ 

The  importance  to  medicine  of  other  branches  of  physios  has 
increased  greatly  in  recent  years;  a  knowledge  of  X-rays,  for  example, 
is  now  implicit  in  a  physician’s  education;  the  use  of  radioactive 
elements  as  tracers  and  for  therapeutic  purposes  is  a  ne^”/  medical  field 
of  potentially  great  significance.  The  Library  will  therefore  collect 
enough  of  the  background  works  in  X-ray  written  from  a  physical  point  of 
-’rievT  to  give  the  physician  an  imderstanding  of  their  medical  uses,  and 
enough  background  material  in  the  physics  of  radioactivity  to  give  the 
reader  a  grounding  from  which  he  can  study  its  medical  applications 
without  going  outside  the  Library*  The  collection  in  X-ray  (QC  1|.81) 
and  in  the  clearly  medical  aspects  of  radioactivity  will  be  at  the 
research  level,  but  the  temptation  to  accumulate  a  large  number  of  non- 
medicai  works  on  radioactivity  will  not  be  indulged* 

QD  -  Chemistry. 

In  the  f'ield  of  inorganic  and  physical  chemistry,  the  Army 
Medical  Library  needs  only  one  or  two  works  in  each  of  the  main  sub¬ 
divisions  of  the  field,  together  vrilth  the  pertinent  tables  of  chemical 
constants*  Several  works  on  colloidal  chemistry  and  on  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  hydrogen  ion  concentration  should  also  be  stocked.  The  Army 
Medical  Library  does  not  need  to  have  anything  but  the  barest  minimum 
in  this  field*  Similarly,  electrochemistry  end  therraochemistry-  need 
only  be  collected  in  a  minimum  fashion.  Systematic  weeding  of  cider 
Y/orks  should  take  place*  Selected  topics  in  organic  chemistry  (e.g., 
proteins,  alkaloids,  carbohydrates)  should  be  collected  at  the  re’fsr- 
snce  level  because  of  their  bearing  on  biochemistry.  Biochemistry’- 
itself  is  covered  in  the  Army  Medical  Library’s  classification  QU 
and  v/ould,  of  course,  be  collected  as  completely  as  possible* 
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The  chemistry  of  food  is  appropriate  to  the  collections  only  as  it  con¬ 
cerns  nutrition^  problems  of  grovrth,  weighty  and  physiologic  processes* 
The  problems  of  food  spoilage,  fermentation,  etc*  of  themselves  are 
outside  the  Library's  concern* 

QH  -  Natural  History. 

The  section  of  the  Library  of  Congress  classification  scheme 
which  is  devoted  to  natural  history  includes  a  number  of  diverse  topics* 
Some  are  entirely  outside  the  scope  of  a  medical  library^,  but  others 
touch  on  medicine  tangentially  at  several  points*  In  this  field,  too, 
the  date  that  a  work  was  published  has  significance*  As  has  been  pointed 
out,  early  works  on  science  in  general  contain  much  on  medical  matters* 
In  the  same  way,  early  works  on  natural  history  -  particularly  reports 
of  natural  history  expeditions  before  the  middle  of  the  19th  century  - 
contain  much  on  anatomy,  physiology,  and  disease*  These  should  be 
acquired  v/ith  some  liberality,  while  later  ones  can  either  be  ignored 
or  pertinent  sections  obtained* 

Microscopy  is  a  field  which  is  important  to  medicine  only 
as  a  means  to  an  end*  Enough  of  the  publications  in  this  field  should 
be  acquired  to  give  the  physician  a  mastery  of  the  technical  aspects  of 
the  microscope  and  the  methods  of  preparing  material  for  histology, 
eybology,  and  other  similar  fields.  For  the  same  reasons,  material  on 
the  photography  of  microscopic  material  should  be  obtained*  A  reference 
collection- 


Only  general  works  on  biology  vjill  be  kept  in  the  Library* 

A  few  general^  up-to-date,  and  quite  inclusive  texts  with  the  pertinent 
reference  tools  on  the  subject  (lists  of  laboratories,  apparatus,  etc*) 
should  be  sufficient* 

In  the  sub-fields  of  evolution,  genetics,  and  heredity, 
hcrtrrever,  the  Array  liledical  Library  has  the  responsibility  of  acguiririg 
a  larger  amount  of  material*  This  is  due  to  both  the  historic  connec¬ 
tion  of  evolution  and  the  physical  study  of  man  and  the  usefulness  of 
a  knowledge  of  evolutionary  trends  in  the  expleination  of  human  anomalies* 
Hot  everything  in  this  field  should  bo  included,  however,  in  that  much 
of  it  refers  to  plant,  rather  than  animal,  life*  A  reference  collection, 
with  greater  coverage  when  the  emphasis  is  largely  medical* 

QL  -  Zoology. 

Material  on  zoology  is  collected  by  this  Library,  not  solely 
for  the  infomation  contained  in  the  works,  but  also  as  a  means  to  the 
end  of  comparing  human  and  sub-human  development*  For  this  reason, 
large  collections  in  comparative  anatomy  and  embryology  (a  research 
collection)  and  an  exhaustive  collection  in  medical  zoology  (QL  99) 
will  be  built  up;  while  material  on  invertebrates  (QL  362-66)  and 
general  works  on  vertebrates  (QL  605)  will  be  collected  in  smaller 
amounts* 
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portions  of  these 
sotedutes  v/hich.  are  pertinent 
to  nedicine  are  replaced  in  the 
Amy  I'edical  Tiihrary  Iry'  the  special 
schedules  listed  belov/^  all  of  which 
comprise  an  area,  in  xvhich  the  Army 
.bdioal  Library  collection  ?rill  be 
exhaustive -j 


- 

lAu  ru  n  Ana.  t  omy 

VUi 

- 

Keidj-C  ana  Lymphatic  System, s 

QT 

- 

Physiology 

'.a 

- 

Ga  st rointe  stinal  System 

•Id 

- 

riochemistry 

WJ 

- 

Urogenital  System 

- 

Pharmacology 

7nr 

•• 

Endocrine  System 

Pr.cter iology  and  Inmiunology 

YL 

- 

ITe  r  vou  s  Sy  st  em 

- 

Para  s.rtology 

vii: 

- 

Psycxiiatry 

QT 

- 

01^.7110 al  Pathology 

liTTI 

- 

Radiology 

it 

- 

Fa the logy 

- 

Surgery 

YP 

- 

GTnio  oology 

- 

’-oneral  and  Miscellaneous 

7JQ 

- 

Obstetrics 

'n  L-  b*  1’ a  1  Re  la  t  i  ng  to  the 

YT, 

- 

Dermatology 

odicai  Profession 

YS 

- 

Pediatrics 

f mb lie  Health 

w 

- 

'"eriatrics 

T3 

— 

Practice  of  I'edicine 

w 

- 

jenti.stry.  Oral  Surgery 

• 

Tnf''ctions  JU  seases 

w 

- 

Otorhinolaryngology 

YD 

- 

Sy st err.i c  Di  sea se  s 

- 

Opht  halmology 

iE 

- 

Musculoskeletal  System 

TJX 

- 

Hospitals 

- 

Respiratory  System 

YY 

Nursing 

r 

- 

Cardiovascular  S7,^stem 

WZ 

- 

History  of  Medicine 

S  -  AGRICULTURE 

Tlie  Amy  '.'edical  Library  recognizes  the  pre-eminence  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  Library  in  this  fie  Id ,  and  finds  it 
necessary  to  collect  in  only  a  few  branches  of  the  subject,  notably 
in  medicinal  and  poisonous  plants,  food  inspection,  and  veterinary 
medicine,  and  only  at  the  reference  level.  The  declining  interest 
cf  the  Armed  forces  in  animal  care  and  treatment  suggests  that  the 
existing  collections  may  be  weeded  to  advantage,  with  due  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  historical  comeotions  botv/een  human  and  veterinary 
medicine.  The  continuing  responsibility  of  the  Armed  Forces  in  the 
field  of  food  inspection  necessitates  considGrablo  duplication  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  concern  with  food  inspection  as  a 
public  health  problem,-  a  strong  reference  collection  is  desirable. 
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T  •  TECHNOLOGY 


Sanitary  engineering  (TD)  is  the  branch  of  technology  of  chief 
interest  to  the  Array  Medical  Library#  Here  it  must  be  remembered,  firsts 
that  sanitary  engineering  is  only  newly  independent  of  the  medical  pro-* 
fessi on  which  pioneered  the  public  health  movement,  and  that  consequently' 
the  older  literature  of  the  subject  is  inextricably  mixed  into  medical 
literature;  and,  second that  the  military  status  of  the  Army  Medical 
Library  involves  responsibilities  for  such  subjects  as  water  supply  and^^^^^ 
sewerage  which  are  of  less  concern  to  other  medical  libraries.  The  Army 
Medical  Library  will  therefore  require  strong  reference  collections  in 
these  branches  of  sanitary  engineering,  and  a  research  collection  of  the 
general  history  of  the  subject,  and  of  periodicals  and  congress  proceed¬ 
ings. 

In  the  other  branches  of  technology^  the  Army  Medical  Library  ' 
need  look  out  for  only  the  specifically  medical  applications,  such  as 
aviation  physiology  and  psychology  (TL  555)  3  mine  rescue  work  (TN  297)  ^ 
and  medical  photography  (tR  705)  a  ^.11  of  which  should  be  collected 
exhaustively.  , 

Dietary  studies  (TX  551-5^0)  should  be  collected  at  the  research 
level,  not  only  for  their  value  to  the  medical  research  worker  in  the 
field,  but  also  for  the  use  of  nurses,  dieticians,  hospital  administrators, 
and  others  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Some  books  on  materials  such  as  plastics,  ceramics,  and  metals 
used  in  prosthetic surgical^  and  dental  devices  are  appropriate  to  a 
medical  library^  The  particular  materials  and  devices  in  question  will 
determine  whether  or  not  particular  works  are  admissible.  (Cf.  the 
W  schedule.) 


XJ  -  MILITARY  SCIENCE 
V  NAVAL  SCIENCE 

Because  of  the  relationship  of  this  Library  to  the  Armed 
Forces,,  it  is  necessary  for  it  to  acquire  more  material  in  the  field 
of  military  science  than  is  usual  in  most  medical  libraries.  All 
material  on  military,  naval,  and  aeronautic  medicine  will,  of  course, 
be  made  part  of  the  collection.  In  addition,  all  scientific  publica¬ 
tions  of  the  medical  departments  of  the  Armed  Forces  should  be  preserved, 
even  though  some  of  the  subjects  are  only  quasi-medical  in  nature.  In 
addition^  those  basic  works  on  military  science  which  contain  sections 
about  medical  components  should  be  obtained  on  a  selective  basis,  and 
weeded  as  superseded.  As  reference  toels  for  the  use  of  such  publica¬ 
tions,  pertinent  directories,  lists  of  places  and  persons  connected  with 
medical  departments  of  the  Armed  Forces^  and  histories  of  certain  army, 
navy,  and  air  force  groups  should  be  procured.  Equivalent  foreign  v 
publications  should  be  obtained  wherever  possible. 


BIBLIOGRAPIiY 


The  Libraiy’s  collecting  policy  in  the  field  of  bibliography 


L'lxist  be  strongly  influenced  by  the  Library’; 


>  r*  ■?  -  p 


nd  present  position 


apong  scholarly  libraries^  The  needs  of  the  staff^  therefore  ,  are  here 
more  to  be  considered  than  the  likely  public  use  of  the  books.  In 
general^  the  Amy  Lledical  Librar^r  requires  a  v/ell^rourded  reference 
collection  on  the  book  arts,  the  book  trade,  libraiy  history  and  ivnnage< 
ment,  bibliographic  teciiniques^  library  procedures  and  general  biblior?> 
graphy-  Catalogs  and  bibliographies  of  early  books  are  required  in 
greater  strength  to  illiiroinate  the  Library’s  important  collections  arxd 
to  facilitate  the  tasks  of  describing  and  analyzing  them  adequately. 
Here  a  research  collection  is  required « 


In  the  narrow  fields  of  medical  publishing  and  bookselling 
and  in  medical  and  related  library;"  management  and  librarianship  the 
collections  should  be  at  the  research  levels  The  bibliography  of  any 
subject  regarded  in  scope  is  per  se  proper,  according  to  the  degree  of 
completeness  to  which  the  3ub3ect~Ts  collected.  Thus,  any  bibliographer 
of  pathological  psychology  (BF  173)  is  in  scope ^  because  the  Librarer 
want.?  an  exhaustive  collection  in  that  subject;  ho'yever..  a  slight 
bibliography  of  organic  chemistry  (QD  251)  'vould  be  disregarded^ 
because  the  Library  seeks  only  a  reference  collection  in  tliat  subject ^ 
and  b^r  definition  a  reference  collection  encompasses  only  a  "compre¬ 
hensive  b  ib  ?.i  ography « " 

i.!.-  Special  areas- 

a-,  Responsibility  as  part  of  the  Amed  Forces..  Amy 
Special  koguTat'Ton^  '(15^  March  Y9U9) 

designates  the  Army  Medical  Library  as  a  record, 
depository  for  certain  types  of  publications 
issued  by  the  Army  Medical  Service,  remanent  files 
maintained  at  the  Library  will  include  the  f  olloiring ; 

(1)  Cue  copy  of  each  publication  issued  by  any 
administrative  unT^  of  the  Office  of  the 
Surgeon  General. 

(2)  One  copy  of  each  publication  issued  b;/  the 
Surgeon  of  any  Arrr'y  I'n a d qu a r t e r s  or  Overseas 
Command.  This  includes  "hospital  newspapers 
or  periodicals  published  primarily  in  the 
5-nter0st  of  patients  or  dut3?'  personnel; 
copies  of  professional  or  technical  reports 
of  hospital  staff  meetings;  copies  of  reports 
of  experimental  studies  or  research  carried 
out  at  the  hospital." 
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Gove  raiment  document  Sc  The  A^'my  Ifedical  Library  is  in 
Tact,  if  not  in  name^  the  National  Medical  Library. 

As  such,  it  must  collect  all  government  docuirients  on 
a  state  and  local  level,  as  well  as  on  a  national  level, 
which  pertain  to  medicine  as  defined  in  paragraph  5 
above • 


Library  archiveso  The  Army  Medical  Library  will 
preserve  the  archives  of  the  Library  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  National  Archive sg 

(1)  Organization  and  administrative  history  of 
the  agencyj 

(2)  The  policies  it  followed  and  the  reasons 
for  their  adoption^ 

(3)  Its  working  methodsi 

(if)  Its  specific  individual  transactions, 
including  personnel  service,  so  far  as 
they  established  a  legal  status  of  any 
kind,  or  as  they  may  he  presumed  to  have 
a  general  and  continuing  interest; 

(5)  The  general  social,  economic,  or  other 
conditions  with  which  the  agency  dealt. 

The  History  of  Medicine  Division  v>rill  function  as 
official  archivist  of  the  Library#  The  files  of  the 
Library  will  be  periodically  examined  by  the  History 
of  Medicine  Division,  and  important  documents  will  be 
extracted,  calendared,  and  preserved# 

d#  Art  Colleotiono  The  Art  Section,  presently  assigned  to 
trie  Catalog  IJivision,  is  eventually  to  be  a  section  of 
the  History  of  Medicine  Division;  the  emphasis  of  its 
collecting  policy  is  therefore  historical#  It  is  not 
concerned  with  visual  materials  used  in  clinical  medicine 
these  are  in  the  province  of  the  Medical  Illustration 
Service,  Armed  Forces  Institute  of  Pathology. 

The  Art  Section  will  include  all  varieties  of  visual 
material  (paintings,  prints,  photographs,  drawings, 
posters,  cuts,  slides,  etc#)  relating  to  the  history  of 
medicine . 


(1)  First  emphasis  v/ill  be  placed  upon  development 
of  the  portrait  collection; 
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Second  emphasis  will  he  placed  on  collecting 
illustrations  of  medical  institutions; 

(3)  Medical  caricaturesj  pictorial  broadsides,  and 
similar  curiosities  illustrative  of  the  social 
history  of  medicine  will  be  added  to  the  exist" 
ing  collections,  recognizing  always  that  for  the 
Library  subject  value  is  of  more  importance  than 
artistic  merit© 

e©  History  of  Medicine  ©  The  policies  set  forth  in  Appendix  I 
vrill  serve  as  a  basis  for  Library  policy© 

Affirmation  of  previous  decisions. 


a©  Pictiong  As  works  of  medical  fiction  are  freely  available 
¥0  research  workers  both  in  and  out  of  Washingtong  the 
library's  previous  decision  not  to  collect  in  this  area 
is  affirmed© 

b.  Translations s  All  translations  from  a  foreign  language 
into  English,  will  be  sought  after  and  acquired©  All 
translations  from  an  imfamiliar  to  a  familiar  language  as, 
for  example^  from  Arabic  to  French,  will  be  obtained©  In 
the  case  of  translations  from  English  to  a  foreign  language, 
however,  only  a  limited  number  of  examples  of  the  more 
important  works  will  be  acquired® 

c®  Bibliographic  variants s  The  policy  on  the  collection  of 
certain  variant  editions  is  here  modified  and  redefined© 

(The  policy  on  variant  editions  of  rare  books  as  defined 
in  Appendix  I  is  affirmed;  the  following  applies  to  biblio¬ 
graphic  variants  of  the  20th  century©)  Ifhere  a  bock  is 
published  simultaneously  in  two  or  more  places  from  the 
same  plates  but  v/ith  different  imprints,  as  is  likely  to  be 
the  case  in  British,  Canadian,  and  American  works,  the  Army 
Medical  Library  will  not  attempt  to  acquire  more  than  a 
single  imprint© 

60  Use  in  reshaping  the  collections©  The  definitions  of  scope 
given  in  para^aph  3  libove,  with  due’^on’sideration  for  the  many  intangibles 
and  limiting  factors  set  forth  in  the  paper  attached  to  this  Order  as 
Appendix  II,  will  be  applied  in  an  effort  to  reshape  the  collections,  both 
by  pruning  and  by  discovering  and  correcting  previously  undeveloped  areas® 

7 •  Priorities © 

a©  Serials  are  the  most  important  material  acquired  by  a  re¬ 
search  library©  Prime  emphasis  will  be  placed  on  this  area© 
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Current  and  recent  monographs  will  be  -vigorously 
sought  after. 


b* 

Current  and  recent  monographs  will  be  -vigorously 
sought  after. 

o« 

Monographs  of  the  19th  and  early  20th  (up  to  1920) 
centuries  v/ill  be  acquired  as  offered. 

d  • 

Sarly  and  rare  books  -I'/ill  be  acquired  according  to 
the  principles  outlined  in  Appendix  !•  Fiscal 
controls,  announced  from  time  to  time^  will  be 
used  to  establish  limitations  in  this  area;  it  v/ill 
be  general  policy  not  to  exceed  10  percent  of  the 
total  book  funds  in  the  purchase  of  rare  books* 

Attached : 

PRAI^  B.  ROGERS 

Lt  Col,  MC 

Director 

Appendix  I 
Appendix  II 
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SCOPE  AND  COVERAGE  IN  THE  HISTORICAL  PORTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY* 

By 

William  Jerome  Wilson 
Chief.  History  of  Medicine  Division 


In  191+8/  when  the  History  of  Medicine  Division  undertook  a  microfilm 
acquisition  program  aimed  at  rounding  out  the  Library’s  collection  of  early 
medical  texts ^  the  time  seemed  ripe  for  a  fresh  evaluation  of  its  entire 
acquisition  policy  with  respect  to  historical  materials-'  It  is  on  this 
reassessment^,  made  under  the  impact  of  the  new  techniques  of  documentary 
photography^  that  the  present  paper  attempts  to  report,' 


GENERAL  ACQUISITION  PROBLEliS  OF  AN  HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 

In  an  historical  library  with  fixed  chronological  limits.,  an  active 
program  of  acquisitions  is  increasingly  difficult  to  maintaino  New  books, 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  are  unobtainable^  Accessions^  in  such  a 
library,  consist  usually  of  copies  of  additional  old  books  that  appear 
from  time  to  time  in  the  auction  catalogs  and  in  the  offerings  of  second¬ 
hand  dealers-  The  prices  are  high^.  and  because  of  the  increasing  rarity 
of  the  items  they  seem  destined  to  go  higher  and  higher Only  extra¬ 
ordinary  endowments  or  appropriations  can  stand  the  strain  of  a  really 
active  acquisition  program  in  any  of  the  rare  book  fields^ 

One  answer,  though  not  a  perfect  one,  is  possible  through  the  photo¬ 
graphic  reproduction  of  bookso  For  years  it  has  been  evident  that  the 
photocopying  of  texts  in  other  libraries  had  important  possibilities  not 
only  for  the  reference  division  but  also  for  the  acquisition  division  of 
an  historical  library-  As  yet,  however,  its  possibilities  as  an  acquisi¬ 
tion  tool  have  not  been  fully  exploited/ 


♦This  paper  stems  from  a  paper  read  before  the  6th  Annual  Meeting  of 
The  Association  of  Honorary  Consultants  to  the  Army  Medical  Library  in 
19i+9l  it  will  appear  in  greatly  expanded  form  in  early  issues  of 
Library  Quarterly- 
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The  real  hindrance  is  the  large  intellectual  effort  necessary  for  its 
effective  use*  The  first  prohlems  to  come  up,  when  such  a  prograiri  is 
launched,  are  those  of  scope  and  coverage  —  what  range  of  subjects  to  in¬ 
clude,  and  how  completely  to  represent  the  existing  literary  traditions  as 
to  each  subject  chosen# 

In  the  Army  Medical  Library,  confined  as  it  is  to  medicine,  there  is 
considerable  difficulty  in  delimiting  the  field  and  deciding  how  many  of 
the  fringe  subjects  should  be  included.  The  question  of  the  completeness 
of  coverage  is  equally  baffling.  Manifestly,  not  every  medical  and  near- 
medical  record  can  be  collected,  even  with  the  aid  of  microphotograpl-iy. 

Aliat  degree  of  completeness,  then,  ought  to  be  attempted?  Shall  the 
library  try  to  cover  with  equal  thoroughness  the  early  centuries  when  books 
were  copied  by  hand,  the  first  hundred  years  or  so  of  printing  vrhen  the 
scribes  and  the  printers  still  competed  v/ith  each  other,  and  the  more  re¬ 
cent  centuries  in  v/hich  the  printing  press  reigns  supreme  and  its  outpat 
i?  oven'/helming? 


THE  SCOPS  OF  TE3  ilSDICO-ELSTOHICAL  COLLBGTIOli 

The  Basic  Literature  of  Medicine.  Defining  the  scope  of  a  medico- 
hist  orTcaT'^roTlictironnrnvoTv^T’T'HIr^  of  close  distinctions*  Medicine^ 

it  is  commonly  said,  is  both  a  science  and  an  art.  ”Art^  in  this  case, 
hov;ev0r,  denotes  not  an  esthetic  but  a  technological  aspect.  It  is  what 
the  medieval  writers  commonly  called  ‘'praotica**  as  distinguished  from 
•*thoorica.**  A  generation  just  past  v/ould  have  called  it  an  ’’applied**  as 
opposed  to  a  ’’pure’*  science.  The  tv;o  things  —  csill  them  science  and  art, 
theory  and  practice,  or  ivhat  you  wi-ll  —  constantly  react  upon  oach  other 
and  actually  cannot  e^dst  mthout  each  other.  And  yet  medicine  proper  in 
its  most  characteristic  aspect  v/ould  seem  to  be  a  teolmolcgy*  It  has  con¬ 
cerned  itself,  in  all  ages  and  all  countries,  v/ith  such  matters  as  diseases 
and  wounds,  symptoms  and  diagnosis,  treatment  and  remedies.  These  consti¬ 
tute  the  g;reat  main  core  of  a  medic-historical  collection.  They  are  medi¬ 
cal  subjects  in  the  most  t;;^'pical  sense,  and  on  them  an  institution  like  the 
Army  Medical  Library  must  concentrate  its  primary  attention. 

These  subjects  tend  to  divide  under  numerous  subheads,  all  of  which  are 
still  unmistakably  medical.  Surgery  is  one  of  the  great  main  branches,  and 
dentistry  is  an  important  branch  of  surgery.  Treatises  on  the  fitting  of 
eye-glasses,  the  training  of  deaf-mutes,  and  the  correction  of  posture  or 
foot  defects  all  deserve  to  be  Included  in  a  medico-historical  collection. 
7/hat,  however,  of  veterinary  science?  Is  animal  medicine  a  medical  subject? 
Put  in  this  form,  the  question  answers  itself.  In  practice,  the  matter  is 
one  of  definition  simply.  If  a  collection  is  dedicated  to  the  records  of 
human  medicine  only,  then  animal  medicine  is  excluded.  If  it  is  dedicated 
to  medicine  generally,  then  veterinary  science  is  a  part  of  it. 
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The  lAterpture  of  the  Medical  goi.epces^  Next  to  the  straight  medical 
'ircrks^.  and  .?qu,p.-l‘ly  iudi3p"e£sabie  in'~'such”^col;iectior^  ere  bocks  on  ivhat  are 
.ft"?queiiti7  C5ned  tb.^j  111'=*  11  cal  sciences*  These  are  inbeilectual  disciplines,^ 
soi'j.etiiD.es  oiAltiTa,tel  for  tnorr’'o-irrn~  sake  and  cr?.pable  of  standing  by  themselves 
5,n  the  hierarchy  of  v-tiowledge ,  “"yhioh  have  nevortheless  so  direct  a  bearing 
on  the  art  of  healing  that  they  a.re  of  ben  thoright  of  b.b  intrinsically  irodi 
cal-  Anat''oiy  and  physiology for  eTcmple,,  are  now  and  have  been  for  •oanturiss 
a.  '!>niTar'’al  rennlreinent  in  a  medicol  education^  Phyc^ioians  have  made  roost 
the  9.dvancen  in  thsve  Ac-iennoi;**  and  roarked  advances  in  them  have  been 
prcTTi.ptly  follcrwed  by  improvements  in  meiicarf.  practice r 

.len-c  sedenoes.,  notably  betsny.*  peiro  cnlt.lTatod  for  eentinrlos  frvcm  a 
Poin'G  of  vi^'5  to  the  medical  sciences.,  such  as  snatc-my  or  phyclology.. 

The  Greek  lore  regardl.r.g  raedioinal  plants  was  handed  dorm  through  Dioscoride;s 
to  t^re  scholars  of  the  Middle  Ages  and  led  to  a  long  sucoe-cisior.  of  herbais« 
Iheoe  3?asG  in  sting  vo.!  ernes*  often  profusely  lllustratedj  sot  fo.'rch  the  an- 
pearenco  it?nd  habits  of  dosons  of  plants j  followed  regularly  by  informatior, 
as  to  their  ro.edicinal  uses*  But  with  the  estsblislriroent.  of  tbs  hinnaean 
cXassif5,co.ticni;  the  science  of  botany  pr'osently  bro3ce  away  from  medicine  - 
snd  at  bhe  end  of  the  I3th  end  beginning  of  the  X9th  century  some  herbals 
began  to  anpear  rilthcrit  mention  of  medicinal  values*  These ^  acco^di  •n&ly. 
fall  outsldo  the  scop©  of  a  medlce-historical  collection^*  There  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  irony  shout  such  decisl.onsj,  since  the  later  herbals  from  a  scientific 
.standpoint  are  bettor  than  the  medicpl  herbals  that  preceded  them->  Hover*” 
theless,  tbe  better  treatises  are  clearly  out  of  score. 

Chemistry  and  physios  had  a  somewhat  similar  development thougli  the 
detB.ils  w=>r^  differont«  Fven  vhe  knowledge  of  the  stars  was  considered 
by  many  in  the  15th  ^and  16th  centuries  to  be  a  handmaiden  of  modicineo 
Forks  <rm  '^,jr:’.dloial  o.strolcgy''*  and  ^-critical  days'^  Tsere  consulted  by  som.o 
phy.sicians  in  an  of.fo.rb  to  determine  in  ad-vanca  the  course  of  a.n  illness 
end  the  prospects  of  .tecovery^  In  the  words  of  the  Oatalcn  mysticj  Romon 
l*u3.,o  reputedly  a  m''-dacal  mani  *  Tb.e  ast.ronomer  cam  give  as  true  a  .judgmeiit 
about  a  sick  person  as  can  the  ph^/sician^”!  jn  the  bhen  state  of  medical 
HmowIedgG  this  m.ey,-,  als-s.,  have  been  true-. 

In  th^'se  and  other  medioai.  sciences  the  decisiezi  as  to  wh-ether  a  pF.?:ti- 
culojr  work  is  in  or  out  of  scope  ca:cmot  be  ro..ad.e  mechanic  ally  or  cm  the  basic, 
of  chronology  only-  It  is  n0ce^s3ary  to  examine  the  book  itsoH'  end  dotojnnine 
its  purpose  ©nd  point  of  view* 


1*  Ramon  lul.,  Arbo:^  sciertiae,  Barcelona.,  22  August  1482,  f*  28Cvs  ’*Astronc;mu.s 
potest  dato  ita*i?^rTin' da  homi.ne  infirmo  sicut  medicus*’* 
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Xn  strictly  rrodf^rn  tim^s  the  great  scienc^^s  hare  beooTBO  so  vast  that 
oaoh  has  deve3,opRd  maa^y  specialties  of  its  own.,  and  some  of  these  have 
gIoso  medical  affiliations •  In  the  field  of  chemistry,  for  examplo,  the 
biochemists  are  constantly  passing  on  new  kncrvledgo  tc  the  pharmacologists j 
and  5.n  the  field  of  physios  the  radiologists  are  doing  the  same  for  medi- 
c.inOf^  Beth  bicchomistry  and  radiology  roly  on  the  hospitals  and  the 
ph;jpsicians  for  much  of  the  experj-mentation  on  which  their  scientific  pro¬ 
gress  depends.  Circirastances  may  change,  but  at  the  moment  these  sub- 
sciences  are  5.n  about  tho  spme  position  b.s  was  hotpny  before  1300. 

¥eer->medie-a.l  eoid  Part-medical  \Iorks«  rh.ere  Is  another  end  to  this 
spoetrum,,  .41  i  'iihe  older  scieneos  hscCcrude  and  magical  beginnings,  and 
the  medical  sciences  were  no  oxception-.  Back  of  tfc.o  herbals  and  for 
r.oToral  centuries  contemporaneous  with  them  as  well  —  there  wore  elabc--- 
rate  treatisos  in, Greek  on  'the  f*'virtues”  of  plentSf  of  stones,  of  annmals^- 
of  birds,  and  of  fishes.  In  such  works. the  effort  toward  classification 
may  be  r©cognif?ed  as  o.  rudimentary  manifestation  of  -yto  sciontific  spirit, 
b*?t  the  alleged  virtues  or  powers  aro  on  tho  order  of  magical  charms ^  Thus*, 
a  certain  stone  worn  as  an  amulet  may  ward  off  weapons  in  battle;  a  certain 
fish  properly  prepsred  and  eaten  restore  the  memory;  the  juice  cf  p.  certsuin 
plant  protect  from  the  plague,  and  so  on«  The  student  of  historical  deve¬ 
lopments  will  see  here  the  background  of  the  later  sciences  of  botany, 
mine'ralogy,  soologj^,  ornithology ,  and  ichthyology,,  end  rd-ll  e.dmit  a  slight 
medioaJl  slsnt  in  some  of  the  so-called  virtues;  but  one  can  hardly  accord 
to  such  compilations  the  dignity  of  medical  sciences^  They  have  a  little 
r:edioal  i-nterestj.  and  a  comprehensiv®  medioo-'historical  library  ought  prc»« 
bably  to  contai-n  reprosonta.tiv©  samples,  but  they  are  far  from  being  its 
primary  concern. 

In  the  same  categoi’y  ere  m.ost  of  the  •iiirc>rks  on  alchemy  predecossor 
cf  chemistry  —  a  'J^wo-slded  scionco  yhich  sought  in  one  of  its  lines  of 
endeavor  to  find  the  philosophers'’  stone,  a  perfect  medicine  which  should 
ciire  all  tho  ills  to  rdiioh  mankind  5.3  heir*  Here  tc  some  extent  is  tho 
langviago  of  physicifins,^  but  the  content  is  almost  pure  magic.  The  sane  is 
trT'.e  c.f  most  treatises  on  astrology,  whose  predictions  are  on  the  sooth- 
Gayar’s  level,  although  seme  of  them,  as  noted  above,  wero  employed  in  medi- 
cal  diagnb^ds^  Hot  essentially  different  are  chiremancy  and  physiognomy, 
rhiuh  soeTc  to  foretell  human  fortxmes  from  the  lines  of  the  hand  or  -bhe 
chape  of  the  Iieado  Biaeases  are  sometim.eB  included  among  'uheir  predictions 
of  disoptcr,  but  those  are  examples  of  soothsaying,  not  of  medicineo  For 
all  such  pseudosciences,  as  well  as  for  tho  compilations  of  ’^M.rtues,'’  Per¬ 
haps  the  best  deeignation  would  be  ^near-medical o”  In  a  medioc-historica.l 
co.llection  tboy  aro  at  best. only  fringe  subjects.* 
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in  3.tfs  pr<=tFa5.(='ru;iric  and.  psaude.'Tci'tnti.rio  Tnr-nifeata^’ions  is 
not  tba  cnlT"  .sonrca  of  noar-modJ.caX  ■rc.'-ks^  Camonn  and  t.beoXogioa^. 
tr^ahisos  noTpetimos  di-seuss  problems  of  health  and  slclmess^  '='speoially 
during  spldemios,:  In  MdS;;  for  examp Tomenleo  J^orAnici.^  Bishop  of 
Bropcia?  composed  a,  closely  rop.sonad  tra.ct  on  the  dtity  of  the  clergy  in 
t.ime  cf  pestilon(;e«^'  yTo.-s  a  prolate  bound  to  stay  with  his  pecplo  while 
a  plague  wa.n  rs.ging5  or  m5ght  he  fleo  to  seme  safer  place!  Hero  i.s  a 
matter  vrith  undo'jbt/^rTXy  ro.adrcal  implications ,  but  it  is  treated  fx-om  axi 
occlesisstioal  point  of  Trler^c  Th.o  ssme  is  true  of  the  liros  of  St..%  Rcche 
siid  oifier  patrons  of  physicians  and  of  their  patients.  Titurgioal  v/orks 
also  include  Kpeola.l  prayex's  to  he  said  for  the  sicko 

Philosophy.,  likewise  *  makes  its  contributions  ^  Petx'-ar  ab.  ^’ s  Medicina 
utx  iusque  fortun.r.e  was  frequently  published  s.nd  mdely  read,  but  let  no 
one  be  m,i  .s  lei’  by  ’the  title.-  This  is  not  a.  tx'eatise  on  medicine,  but  a 
phi3..s)scphicai  disGu.ssion  of  good  sJ3.d  bad  for’jxxno^  T?o.e  preface  states  the 
pu:.*pose  of  tho  work  in.  t^rms  suggestive  of  modern  psychiatry but  in  spite 
of  its  preface,  the  work  falls  not  so  much  into  tb.0  psychia.tric  class  as 
into  tb.a.t  popular  aixd  persnnial  genre  which  it  is  the  fa.shion  nowadays 
to  call  the  pa  ace -^of -mind  books  As  fsr  as  medical  intex\est  goes,  it 
is  out  on  txha  fringes  of  the  sTxh,jaot.» 

Bcnc'^diat  difforont  is  Sebastian.  3rar>.t^  r>  _£hdp  This  Is  en 

.inS:;e  re  feting  foreri-nnar  of  tcda.y' s  illustx'ated  *•  comics. "  It  would  seem  at 
first  to  bo  oomp3,etely  cut  of  scop©,  and  yet  it  happens  to  contain  a 
famous  piotxxra  of  a  7J,brarian  •'^?©aring  cy9»-gla.sses,  one  of  tb.e  earliest 
?cr.vC7m,  illu.ctraticnE  of  those  aids  to  poor  vision.  A  medicO'•-historical 
library  is  eert.o.inly  justified  5.n  including  at  least  one  copy  of  the 
book. 

Xr'st?ir-ces  m5.ght  bo  multiplied*  Tiilxat,  for  oxomrle.-,  of  the  encycio-” 
p'^dias,  univercai  histories,  oj^d  other  gvenei'rJ.  works?  Man.:/  of  these 
ec.ntain  one  ot  m.ora  Bection.s  on  m.odici.ne  or  phyr.iciany??  „  and  whi.le  seldom 
of  Isrge  historical  signlficaace,  these  tell  something  of  the  profession 
as  seen  from  an.  outside  or  general  poixrb  of  view.>  Works  0x1  the  ax't  of 


1,  Ifo  .Me  ^ch'a.Iliaj?.;.  '14  Manuscript  of  Dominici  in  the  Army  Medical 
library,  ■“  -Jrurnal  c.f  the  Ei .story  of  Medicine  and  Allied  Sciences,  III 

f  o  For  a  son;,ew?hat  laudatory  eroposition  of  the  woik,  in  opposition  to  ex- 
presssid  opinions  of  Z^ynn  Thorndike.,  see  George  farton,  ‘'In  Defense  of 
Petraroa'^^-  Book  on  the  Remedies  for  Good  and  Evil  Fortuned^  in  Isis,  Xb 
(1919),  pp  65-99. 
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ru.'r-'ly  '*40  ha"'^®  o^^oo^cn^?  cn  of  "iround*?  and  tho  ^^Jiita^ioa  of 

ci?E';?r>r,  Tork,?  oa  kV-*.  ^ullna'^rf  rf'^.  Jaay  •toucn  on  of  dlot,  nnd  these  on 

r^yr^riaptlc  training  gl-^e  r'-^medial  oxorcS-sesc  Works  cn  arch-itecture  often 
de<"oribe  th^f)  con Btrro ration  of  hospitals o  Works  on  agricT-.ltiire  asnskly  take 
v.p  rt  some  point  the  oaro  of  domestic  animals^  tb.e5.r  diseasesr  and  honr  to 
curn  ijhe:,7io  Compei'idiumn  of  law  sciretJjiies  deal  at  3.angth  with  in'^dioa.l  juris-- 
prndonooj,  p-ttempting  to  set  forth,  the  iegrl  rights  and  r0spon.rd.bilitlas  of 
th'’  practitioner-.  In  o.ll  such  tox'us  there  is  some  portion  m'th  genuine .ly 
r.'^clioal  subject  ratter.,  •^’dioug.b.  it  ma.y  not  ecn.st5.t*.vi3  a  rery  Irtrge  fraction 
of  the  Ttiole*,  if  one  Tjoro  Ssoalring  for  th'mi  o.  different  la.bel  fr'^m  ^'ncar*” 
medlo-nl^^  It  might  pchhaps  be  ''"'part-modical.o’’ 


PRINCIFX.FC  0?  nFJ.1?)CTI0N  FOR  FRIFlFu  BOOKS 

r.oraX o  hike  the  wel3 ’-known  apple -sorter,  the  daroctor  of  a  compx*0-» 
horrs5.oe  acq-B-eitior.  prejeot  5.«  fa-ood  with  intellectuai  decisiors  a>J.  dry 
long*  After  deciding  "rhioh  riubjects  to  eCTor,  he  miJ.st  decide  hevr  completely 
to  ei;i*?r:;r  ''Id}ec..j  and  he  soon  Hearns  that  in  such  work  no  ;rijfJ,os  c©.n  be  applioO- 
■orooc'e^xly  to  0,11  types  of  records  .and  a3.1  chron.oH.cgioal  perieds.  Tho  era  of 
manuscript  t:.  anomic c.ion  requires  di.ffe,ront  treatmeut  from  the  ere.  c" 
beokf:,  whi'lQ  sane  peculiar  problems  beset  that  centUT.-y  or  so  during  id?.ich 
p-rrlboc  or.d  print-'rs  competed  for  the  business  of  oirculs-tir^  tho  o.rg,anlsecl 
thought  of  bho  '?pest3rn  worldo  Corers.ge  Trill  alee  differ  as  hrlTvraan  medicine 
j^nd  tiia  medical  rjcienoen.,  on  the  one  hauvd,,  and  tho  near'-m.edT  cal  snd  part-« 
ir^dAccJ,  works on  'siia  other.-,  Firal.ly,  there  is  tho  practiock  problem  of 
balancing  'Ifie  t-?^  forms  o.f  acquisition,,  the  oxpen.slTe  book  and  the  cheaper 
facsimile,  i.f  bc'ih  aro  airailabls  in  any  given  instance.. 

Incuno.bulg,  on  b'odioine  and  the  Modioal  .Scienocs,.  Selection  is  easiest 
b^r  -f (-:F~fCT'  ]S^krr^rn..rl;^  in^thoTFtb.  Jiore  feore  is  one)  sinplo  rules 

^''Include  ovorythingo*'  Incunpbu3a  ere  net  too  num.orous  at  best,  and  it  may 
bo  assumed  that  every  genuinely  r^di.cal  item  that  .has  s\xr-TiTred  from  tho  15tJi 
oontiu'y  popsssso.s  some  liistorioal  vailuoo  Mp-uy  of  the  mere  populgir  ?’orks, 
h^'^vovor,  wore  printed  not  once  but  several  times o  Shall  a  comprehensive  col*^ 
.Tootion  a5.m  lo  ineJude,  either  in  book  form  o.r  on  film^  al.l  known  editions? 
Whfit,  also.;  of  translations  into  other  ^-angus.gor-,,  asJnoll  afi  condensations.^ 
pai’s.phraseS;;  and.  e^errmontexios  quoting  part  or  all  of  the  originrl  work?  /JLl 
of  th-ssOi?  in  a  sonfjo.,  aii’©  now  editions.,  and  tb.e  g-^noral  prob.lcm  here  being 
rrdsod  ma,y  for  conVennjRnoo  bf>  rjallod  the  prob3.eri  of  &  di  t;l  on- cover  age  o  How 
ou,g.ht  this  to  b'^? 

For  ‘'ho  15tli  conti’.i’y  books  ths.t  are  striotly  ■nl'ab.in  its  scope  the  Army 
Medical  Jn.brary  ie  o.ttemptirg  to  apply  a  rule  of  o^:mpl3't0  edition-coverage ? 

Iha  ou.FVi  fer  it  is  otrongo  If  a  new  edition  is  revised^  correctsd^  or  enlarger 
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it  ooviously  contains  nev;  historical  matter,  and  ought  to  he  represented 
in  a  comprehensive  collection*  A  translation  into  another  language  is 
also  important*  Three  points  of  historical  value  are  obvious*  (l)  If  it 
does  not  actually  add  any  new  matter,  it  at  least  will  give  the  trans¬ 
lator's  understanding  of  doubtful  or  ambiguous  points  in  the  original* 

In  this  respect  every  translation  is  a  critical  interpretation*  (2)  To 
compilers  of  medical  dictionaries,  it  is  always  interesting  and  instruc¬ 
tive  to  see  what  happens  to  nevf  technical  terms  in  another  tongue*  Some 
are  merely  transliterated,  others  actually  translated*  (3)  An  edition  in 
foreign  language  is  clear  evidence  that  a  medi^cal  work  has  extended  its 
influence  into  a  nev/  national  or  linguistic  area*  Condensations,  para¬ 
phrases,  and  commentaries  bear  similar  testimony  to  an  author’s  vd.dening 
influence,  in  addition  to  recording  new  information  or  shifts  of  interest 
and  emphasis* 

But  what  of  the  simple  reprint?  Of  all  tj^es  of  new  edition  this  is 
the  most  difficult  to  justify  under  a  principle  of  complete  coverage*  By 
hj^jothesis  the  text  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  original  edition*  If  so, 
why  bother  to  secure  a  copy?  The  point  is  arguable,  but  I  tliink  that  it 
' n  well,  at  least  for  the  early  centuries,  to  extend  the  edition-coverage 
to  include  mere  reprints*  If  they  can  be  obtained  in  microfilm  form,  the 
added  trouble  and  expense  is  not  very  great*  Three  considerations  seem  to 
favor  such  a  policy*  (l)  Even  a  reprint  testifies  to  the  breadth  of  the 
author's  influence  and  so  makes  a  slight  contribution  to  his  biography* 

(2)  While  the  text  remains  the  same,  the  introductory  matter  often  changes* 

(3)  There  is  always  the  possibility  that  a  painstaking  biographer  will 
find  minor  but  historically  significant  varieints  in  an  edition  that  has 
previously  been  considered  a  mere  reprint  of  the  original* 

It  may  be  permissible  at  this  point  to  cast  a  wary  eye  tov/ard  that 
murky  morass  in  which  bibliographers  —  usually  working  in  centuries  after 
the  15th  —  struggle  v/ith  vaguely  identified  ‘‘issues**  and  "variant  states” 
and  belabor  one  another  with  arguments  about  cancel  title-pages,  re-issues, 
simultaneous  issues,  broken  type,  and  such  formidable  abstractions  f’s  “the 
ideal  copy"  and  "the  consistent  unit.'*  There  is,  of  course,  no  cheaper 
humor  than  the  merriment  of  a  novice  over  a  form  of  intellectual  investi¬ 
gation  which  does  not  happen  to  appeal  to  hdm*  I  mention  the  difficulties 
and  complexities  of  descriptive  bibliography,  not  to  scoff  but  to  classify. 
The  basis  of  such  studies  is  the  fact  that  typesetters  in  all  ages  have 
made  mistakes  and  that  early  printers  often  caught  misprints  and  corrected 
them  v/hile  a  work  was  going  through  the  press*  To  attempt  from  such  cor¬ 
rections  to  determine  v/hich  copies  of  a  given  edition  were  issued  first  and 
which  after  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  exercise  of  human  ingenuity,  though 
some  bibliographers  have  doubtless  evolved  more  elaborate  theories  as  to 
"the  first  issue  of  the  first  edition"  than  the  evidence  will  support*  The 
point  of  present  interest,  however,  is  this*  Such  investigations  are  of 
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value  for  the  history  of  typography,  but  never,  I  think,  for  the  history  of 
medicine o  It  follows  that  a  medico-historical  collection  may  stop  its  covert- 
age  with  the  edition®  It  is  under  no  logical  obligation  to  go  further  and 
try  to  secure  copies  of  all  alleged  issues.  Is  sue -cove  rage  —  if  the  term 
is  not  too  barbarous  —  may  be  left  to  the  historians  of  printing  and  to  any 
library  catering  especially  to  their  needs® 

Near-medical  and  Part-medical  Incunabula®  For  strictly  treatises,  in- 
cluding  tkose  in  the  medical  sciences,  the  edition  is  the  lower  limit  of 
coverage,  but  for  near-medical  and  part-medical  works  even  edition-coverage 
seems  more  than  can  be  justified®  In  a  comprehensive  library  on  the  history 
of  medicine  one  may  reasonably  expect  to  find  all  of  ihe  15th  century  edi“ 
tions,  let  us  say,  of  Bernard  de  Gordonio’s  Lilium  medicinae,  udiich  was  the 
most  widely  used  general  compendium  on  the  subject  in  that  period.  Quite 
different  must  be  the  Library* s  attitude  toward  a  general  encyclopedia  of 
the  sciences,  such  as  Bartholomaeus  Anglicus,  De  propietatibus  rerum.  This 
contains  some  significant  passages  on  medicine  ana  a  good  deal  of  background 
material  of  value  to  the  medical  historian®  The  work  went  through  a  dozen 
incunable  editions  in  the  original  Latin,  and  there  are  a  doien  more  in 
other  languages.  The  logical  place. in  iidiich  to  look  for  the  whole  series 
would  be  in  a  universal  library  like  the  British  Museum,  or  better  still, 
in*  some  historical  library  aiming  to  cover  comprehensively  the  history  of 
the  natural  sciences® 

Of  all  the  early  near-medical  or  part-medical  works,  probably  the  out¬ 
standing  example  is  Pliny  the  Elder's  Eistoria  naturalis®  It  may  fairly  be 
classified  in  both  of  those  categories"!  The^  "quanti'Cy  of  medical  information 
in  this  compendium  is  very  considerable,  thou^  the  quality  may  leave  some¬ 
thing  to  be  desired®  In  general  it  reflects,  not  the  higher  levels  of 
medicine  as  derived  by  the  Romans  from  the  Greeks,  but  the  popular  levels, 
well  mixed  with  superstition  and  magic®  There  is  also  a  great  deal  of  in¬ 
formation  —  and  misinformation  —  regarding  plants  and  herbs,  minerals  and 
metals,  stars  and  planets,  and  others  of  our  fringe  subjects.  Edition- 
coverage  for  such  a  work  ought  to  be  as  generous  as  for  any  part-medical  or 
near— medical  treatise  that  can  be  named®  As  a  matter  of  fact,  at  the  Army 
Medical  Library  it  is  quite  generous.  ,"Pf  the  fifteen  incunable  editions  re¬ 
corded  by  Arnold  C.  Klebs  in  his  Incunabula  scientifica  et  medica,  four  are 
represented  here  in  book  form*  the  fiftii,~eightb,  ninth,  and  fifteenth.  Of 
the  three  incunable  editions  of  the  Italian  translation  the  first  and  second 
are  present,  and  there  are  copies  also  of  seven  later  editions,  including 
English  and  German  translations,  bearing  dates  of  1587,  1593,  1778—91, 
1781-88,  1835-36,  1855-57,  and  1856.  Is  this  sufficient,  or  ought  an  effort 
to  be  made  to  secure  in  book  form  or  on  fi3m  the  remaining  twelve  incunable 
editions? 
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Here  again  a  qu'“,‘i'fc'’,oTi  ihat  is  endlessi;/  atguabie..  On  ii*  I  offer 
sugges'bione  rabher  b-han  deoisi/'ins  The  leal  queabion  is  nob,  1  subioib. 

''Twhab  it  would  be  nice  "co  b.ava^^  or  ''if'b.at  sorae  scholar  might  som.e  day  a.sk 
to  sne-^  hut  ra,ther  '  v.iiat  it  would  b'^  logical  bo  expect  in  a  comprehensive 
library  on  the  history  cf  rAediclne  If  Pliny  vrere  a  medioal  we 

should  want  the  entire  printed  record  in  order  to  iiXu?’tTate  the  ?  amifica- 
ti rns  of  h.ls  influence  and  the  various  additions  and  alte.  ataono  that  have 
been  inade  in  his  text  Since  he  in  not  a  mediciol  r/Titer  b^cc  has  only  il-" 
lustrative  and  backgro’-md  vs.lue  for  the  hletcry  oi.  medicine  ib  would  seew 
suffiident  a  practical  vADrking  soluticn  ox  t:he  problerr  to  centenfc  oxir 
selves  with  two  things;;  (ll  an  eatl.y  edition,  pro.feribly  the  first  if  wc 
?..f  available  ■  end  (2)  the  best  moderii  critical  edition  in  er.i stone? 

Ih.eKe  two  would  appea:*-  bo  be  the  indisperoabj-o  rainimum  It  thero  :ls 
to  be  any  ■exrbe7''sinn  beyond  this  cove  ■■'age,,  obviously  it  ought  to  7>o  in  the 
.sec.-ond  ca'c-^^gcry  rather  than  the  firEt,  Ae  vatl  bo  brought  out  more  clearly 
belovj-.  th.e  piling  up  of  successive  incunabla  editaoiia  will  hardl:/  bring  us 
nearer  to  the  original  wording  of  Pli-nyts  text  •  vdiioh  is  u.sual.ly  vdiat  the 
medical  historla'a  wants  rrhen  he  consults  a  copy  of  the  Historia  naturalis 
On  the  other  hand^  the  precise  purpose  of  a  modern  criti1qa,i*  slaition  is  ‘be 
get  back  of  all  the  variants  that  have  crept  into  the  manuccri ptci  and  the 
early  uncritical  edition^,-  and  to  recover  as  nearly  s.s  possible  just  o-hat 
riiny -wrote  If  any  nev>r  —  and  presumably  better  —  critical  text  Is  O"or 
published^  the  Army  Medical  library  ought  to  secure  it  Here,;,  rather  than 
among  the  incunabula.:  is  the  .place  for  complete  editi  on -’CCX’'erage  of  noa: - 
modicaj.  and  part^-medical  vjor'ks,, 

Ino7*oased  Selectivity  .for  'bb e  X^tg r  C entur i ^ s »  for  the  gsnivino3y  medi'-- 
cal  literature  of  the  15th  cen'tury  .j .  tnen.,  it  is  not  too 'ojnbitious  to  say- 
’"Jjiolude  everything  that  ha.s  survived. -  As  s.  matter,  of  fact  the  same  prin 
ciplf^  may  reasonably  be  applied  to  the  16th  century  as  v/qW.^  Beyond  tiat 
point.*  if  a  oom.prehensiva  acquisition  project  still  seems  a  feasible  imder- 
taking.,  there  wi  ll  inevitably  be  a  tightening  of  the  principles  of  se^lection- 
For  one  things  scope  wi.ll  prcobably  he  defined  moi’e  nsurrowly  and  the  fringe 
subjeoto  ad.ll  be  m.ore  and  more  rigidly  excluded.  In  the  X5th  and  16th 
centuries  medicine  anxl  Its  subsidiary  and  allied  subjects  "were  pretty  m.uoh 
Interrelatec-a  not  to  say  confused  In  the  17th  ar^d  18th  centuries  the  dis¬ 
ciplines  became  much  better  di-ctingu.ished  .  “n  the  Ifth  and  20th  the  trend 
toward  spe ci all sati -on  boeeme  acute  ,  It  is  prcbpble..  notwithstanding,',  that 
even  today  the  sciences  interaot  on  one  an.other  about  as  m.uch  as  they  aver 
did  But  thinkers  and  ■t^rritersp  r-dien  they  deal  7dth  such  interactions  ---  as., 
for  example,,  be-t'-^on  medicine  and  atomic  physics  or  betr;een  modi. -Ine  and 
o.viation  --  show  raors  skill  at  concentrating  on  the  precissj  p-oints  of  medi¬ 
cal  concern  The  result,,  as  between  the  disciplines.,  is  sharper  contact  and 
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let's  oonxusi.on  w!''ian  forDe'i  Jy  To  pub  'bhe  matter  9  little  differently,  ohe 
dfrooto?'  of  a  oomp rehen fiive  medico  'historical  library.:,  •crhen  he  corres  to 
telre  o'^er  frr  histo'^iGal  purposes  the  materials  of  the  19th.  8.nd  20th  cen." 
turies,^  m\3J.  find  m.ost  of  the  determination  o.f  scope  already  done  for  him 
through  the  r'^fined  spe.ciali?;abion  of  science  itself.-. 

■y^at  ¥"1X1  not  have  been  so  well  done  for  him.  is  the  segregation  O-f 
the  historioa3Jy  significant  from  the  in  si  gni.fi  c. ant  c.  Here  is  a  probl.0m  for 
*^nGhlvis'hn  an.d  libroxian.^^  alike  .  Cer'tain  even.tp>  or  p<=^rsons  stand  out  in 
the  course  of  history  for  their  special-  contributions.^  They  mark  a  new 
discov3ry.v  an  improved  method,  a  critical  insight^  9:0.  important  change  of 
directlonc.  Or.  the  other  h?3,r.d.  the  great  gsr.eralitv’-  o.f  events  and  o.f  persons 
is  routine  sn.d  tri-'rial-  Thcso  bhe  historian  can  only  treat  -statistically* 
ignoring  ind5.  c.idual  di-fference-s  .and  contenting  hl.m^elf  mth  generalir.atic  is 
as  to  the  nature  and.  si.gnifi canoe  of  thousands  or  million-s  of  sindlar  per-’ 
son.s  or  repetitive  circum.star.e^So 

In  dos’-incnting  bhe  outstanding  eve.nts  of  the  past  the  arch'iviot  O’;'  the 
histo-rical  llbra.rian.  vhll  in.o.ka  few  m-isteJces.  The  rocords  of  a  Vesalius,  .a 
Harvey.,  a  Jennor  v<ill  be  well  chosen  .and  care  .fully  preserved:  But  vdiat  of 
the  ephemera,.,  tlie  tr^.vis,,  th-e  routine  and  repetitive  public-ations?  For 
e:rample.,  the  medioel  ccheols  publish  not  merel.y  annual  catalogn  and  lists 
of  courses  but  a?. so  a  varied  p-^omotional  literaturSr-  It  all  has  a  bearing- 
t-.hough  often  slight  „  on  the  h.il  story  of  modi  cine  Shall  it,.,  as  far  a.s  it  rs 

e.vaii.ab.l" .,  be  ascembled  cither  in  print  or  on  filmi  Shall  it  b-^'  a:'-em-bled 
for'  the  medioel  schools  of  F.uz^ope,.  .Asiaj  .^fricap  Australia^,  a].rd  of .Ameri¬ 
can  Gountzies.,  .as  well  as  for  the  United  State,s  a.nd  Canada?  Againix,  rdiat  of 
the  medica.l  ic'arnals  and  th^^  repcrcs  of  as.3ociations?  Shall  on.ly  thcsv,  of 
na.ticnal  significance  bo  coUectcd  or  those  of  pure].:/  local  significaiioe 
■3.5  well?  Tbtat  of  the  ’“eprfnts  o.f  sepa.rate  articles'^  And  what  about  bio¬ 
graphies.  of  physicians,...  Ghei.r  po.Ttvaits .,  their  clntuar:/  notices?  If  these 
are  riyste^nst^.c-a-irf-v  collected,,  shs.3,1  al’l  risd.io.al  men  bo  inoluded  or  only  the 
mo ,?  t  emi  ne  nt  1 


FP.INCIFIFS  OF  SBIFCTIOH  FOR  MANUSCRIPTS 

General,  Back  of  the  invention  of  printing  lie  thvO  l.ong  centuries  rdien 
al.I  Vecords  ware  ccpied  by  han<do  Many  of  thf=‘se  have  suz-wiTod  --  pro 

hably  about  b  m.ill^cn  "wlumes  in  all  -  •  ar.d  for  th^  director  of  a  ccmprehen- 
slv-o  histor.lr.al  .library  they  o.f.fcx  a  mmsber  of  special  prob^.ons  ,  Manuscript 
tcrbs  of  modioal  works  are  .^OTnotimes  D.f.fered  for  sale  by  de.aXers^  and  copiso 
o-f  maru, scripts  pre.s'^.'rvod  m  p?u.DJ.3,G  j.uDraries  can  uoUa..l.{y  be  secured  on  micro 
fiJmi  junb  as  readily  as  the  texts  of  printed  books i-  In  some  vj.ays  their 


rdlx  I 


«e.Tectaon.;  ■S7'bet5:>.p:r  f'n  film  as  originals  fumlri 
nxsund'^r  s+;.’=‘.nding  as  bai.'T'an  d^a  '.eri^  and  librc’'rj  e?ns 
.?.oquiring  print^id  borV^, 


'.es  iDOre  trouol^^  and  Liore 
■‘di8Ti  ordinarily  orises  in 


Bocauso  thorp*  a  coiria  maruporints  that  coirrnand  phonoinenally  high  prices 
vb.eu  they  come  nn  the  the  yr,pr'='Psion  at  times  prevrdls  that  a  raanu-’ 

.^oiipt  as  snob  i.s  mc-=^psariiy  impoxtent  This  is  fa.r  from  true.  After  print' 
ing  v'a-3  fu]..:i,y  esta.b  hart  r*.-'py5,r'g  dicitinotly  a  second-rate 

tif.chnique  and  anyth'' ng  •'hich  failed  ct  printing  is  likoly  to  have  been  a, 
cv^cond.  rate  r^ork.  Tb*^'’©  v'ere  -except?. ens.-  preeminent  among  which  Y»d.ll  ba  rem'- 
eirberod  the  notebooks  of  Leonardo  da  Ne'fsrthe'voss.-  by  o.n.d  large what 

me  r-.c'u  printed  prrb'vbly  did  not  deserve  to  be-.  Fa  sometimes  'bhinic  of  the 
accidents  c.f  history  and  the  ravages  of  time  as  .having  exercised  o.  random  and 
un;*?e\'tuna~*e  pel«*otion  on  the  records  of  the  past  There  vrere  accidents  ark 
there  ravages,  yet  after  •fch.e  invention  of  printing  there  was.  throurdi 


the  day  by-day  decisions  of  editors  ?nd  publishers,  probably  more  rational 
choice  than  accident  in  determining  irHat  records  should  survive  through  the 
m<=^dium  of  print o 


It  may  be  profitable  first  to  consider  some  of  the  -types  of  manuscript 
prcdu.c.rd  after  the  invention  of  printings  particula^'ly  after  the  process  of 
printing  became  common.. 


I'anuj-.p.-^pts^Yri^en  After  _th^  Invention  of  Pr  innings  One  of  the  j.ntere st¬ 
ing  types  of  TTo-cem  m.anusc'»"ipt.s  is  the  p*' eliminary'^draf t  of  a  book  'that  has 
appeared  in  print  It  ips.y  be  -fche  author hs  first  draft.;  Tjlth  corrections  It 
may  be  the  copy  as  it  w^n'e  to  the  printer  ■-»-  usually  in  recent  time.s  a  ■t;:,’pe -= 
scrr.pt  ?i’ch  manuscripts^  if  the  pubi.ieation  is  duly  famous,  are  frequently 
regardec'.  as  collectors^  item.s  and  to  them  a're  sonotimes  added  the  oroof 


sheets  as  they  oa'n'=‘  from  the  pri.nter  In  all  such  cp.-ces  the  importance  of 
these  prelim?. nary  sta.ges  d.6p‘=^n.ds  on  the  importance  of  the  publicati.on  i  tsolf  • 
In  '''he  Cass  of  a  'very  rsm-^us  work,  they  have  a  gcoi  deal  of  interest,  though 
this  is  obvT  cusly  more  sent?mentcHX  than  historical  They  are  like  the  mold 
in  -khioh  a  bronse  statue  has  been  csst-  or  the  scaffolding  which  has  helped 
tr  .oM.pport  a  beautiful  building  It  is  the  finished  work  o.f  art  that  is  inv- 
portant;  the  mo"d  or  the  scaffolding  is  usually  threwn  away-  If  kept  at  all., 
It  h.as  a  S':^'ccndary  or  de^’ived  value. 


Still  less  encouraging  are  -the  manuscripts  containing  lecture  notes  Of 
these  the  Army  lied"-- library  has  quite  an  array.,  most  of  them  from  the  17th 
t"-  the  20th  sen'iurles  Some  are  the  professor’s  orm  outline  of  his  course, 
ethers  are  a  student^', s  record,  in  the  nature  of  things  not  too  reliable,  of 
w'lo.t  is  sold  It  i.Sr  of  course.)  a  commonplace  in  university  circles  that 
clo..'^sroom  lectuir'es  represent  books  not  yet  -well  eno'ugh  organir.ed  to  print* 
V;hcn  r^oorded  by  means  of  a  student’s  notes.,  they  a.re  likely  to  be  e?ren  less 
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^u'h.  manuf? t  riples  arc*  usually  significaja'fc  only  if'  'the  pro - 
.fs's.oor  ■'■va-'*  'i'’'=^x'y  TvIIur'*-:.  Iot’s  •'ir  student  becRTr.e  ?.o  .  There  are  such  ce.se s-^ 
hut  they  ere  rer©, 

A  disappointing  type  of  manuscript  is  the  siiRple  copy  of  a.  printed  book  . 
This  ;'.s  lxke3.y  to  hare  o.i.'ig:inated  torr^rd  •»'he  and  o.f  the  Iv'th  or  the  begin¬ 
ning;  cf  vhe  ISth  century.,  though  s.'-m.e  in.stanca.s  occu.r-  imbh  lotero.  In  the 
G'.'or.k'-' speaking  or  Rurs7>.!='r.-  spr,8.k.lng  ■wrorld  they  are  f.o-irly  common  down  to  the 
iSvh  or  oTen,  J.9tn  cer.i'.ury^  pf.nce  in  thop©  parts  of  FiU’r'opo  the  rise  of  print¬ 
ing  icn.g  de.j.ayid-  At  the  time  t’d'on  pci°ibe  and  printer  ■»«'o:re  in  c«*»mpoti=’ 

■i-2-on  and  pipinted  bco's:?.,  though  cheaper  than  manueoripts.,  ymx'o  ptill  costly 
en.  :*.mneour>.~~ou3  sor.nlox  sometimes  thought  it  better  to  trenpcribe  a  book  thvon 
to  buy  it  for  .his  ©•'cn  use,  g^uch  a  tran.scrip^t  5b  c”''riouBly  less  valuabla 
thaJ-A  the  book:  from  ■*h.ioh  5.t  rac  taken„  stnoo  it  is  boujod  to  contain  soma 
'^rx'cro  m  ocp’jo.ng  As  a  matter  of  fact.,  those  manuscript  cop5.es  of  printed 
bcokn  a.re  among  the  raosb  annoyi.ng  that  mod-err.  lihraricns  have  to  deal  v^rith' 
f'i.Tiee  the  copyist  tjvm.c  spidnm  if  e-'ra.u  a  professional  scribe but  was  a  pr5-wate 
cch  'lar  making  the  transcript  for  his  own  use,,  he  was  apt  to  be  oare.less 
about  identifyi.ng  the  work..-  He  was  quite  likely  to  omit  ple.oe  and  date  of 
priut5.ng  -  o.r.d  Ts.ir'.j  likely  to  omit  -hhe  aui'-hor  Of  all  the  means  of  identl  -^ 
flor.tion  the  t-itie  Ip  the  one  most  vcommonly  presarred,>  but  tb.ls  by  itself 
is  not  mu.fTh  of  a  clue.-  There  is  always  a  cbs.nec  when  such  a  manuscript  comes 
cn  the  menket^-  that  there  is  a  hithert-o  unlTicwn  vu'ericiss  on  the  sub,jeet  Tfith 
this  ki.nd  o.f  hope  -  which  dealers  seem  to  do  little  to  discourage  more 
th.cii  one  librarian  ha.s  bought  such  a  menuscript^  only  to  find  after  pains-- 
t.'ki;ag  r'^search  that-  the  ©nti''G.text  had  been  preriously  printedo  Unlos-s 
the  m.enuseript  copy  contain s  additirnsj  signific-ant  on  their  otsti  acco'ont,.  to 
the  pxibli.shcd  wrxk.,  both  the  money  and  the  i/nvestigatiwe  effort  spent  on  the 
wolume  hav'^  be  ~n  wasted 

M-nu-scriptc  '^'■"d  Bef  ore  the  of  F/'inting  In  its  own  proper 

per--iod’'"^'bB:.forl  tb.e"  o.f  prrdnro.ng.  the  m.an.'uscripi;  is  &  vory  di-fferert 

th^.rU'  He^s.  it  is  'bine  medium.,  peacti ca.lXy  tb©  pole  mediu'me,  airticulate 

records  from  the  past  Fictu'coa  statuo.s  ,  bu5,ld?Lugs.  ©wen  m.ca-umentr 
xrscript?,ons  on  th.em...  t.ell  bun  little  :r^ga"ding  the  aot'aal  thinking  of  earlier 
peoples-  llanusorlpts  tell  a  great  dea-  .  If  sn  early  ^vriter^s  tmra  autograph 
copy  hc.s  ,-urv5,'ted  ■  "r-  have  his  r'.deas  preserved  in.  bis  cwn  Icnguago  just  ar-; 
aceuro.iely  as  i.f  thm  ^eork  had  b'^on  issued  in  print.,  though  it  m.ay  be  much 
harder  'ho  road  If  '’••be  autograph  has  disappeared ^  later  copias  may  ha-^T-©  sur-- 
•"'i.'^ed. -  bu'b  these-,  ospoo'ialiy  x.f  sev^srax  T-imes  rsmo'^’^md  from  'cho  origi.nanc:  may 
•^.'.r'y  con  si  dor, ably  There  sui-©  to  be  e~,ror.s  in  Tf^rding-  prsbably  some 

eml-^sio'ns.  snd  rpssibly  scm.e  interpoli ©.tiers  a.s  well:,  Th©  degree  of  variance 
dc'j.c  net  daooui*  m.a.tb.'^matic-ally  on  th©  numb'='r  of  recopyi.ngs  ■  Ona  really  care- 
loss  scribe  can  da  more  drmage  to  a  text  than  a.  succession  of  a  dozen  skilled 
^?opyists. 
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of  iRe.tu0X'??  m.'uk^  a  d:l!!=’'ilnct/lo?:i  he't'iiOBZi  ’^proteot-ed*'  i 

p^nd  ^u’tJ.pToi^oo’^.riO/''  ■bv'Dr-"t'=’-  Tho  prC'OPo'fcion  can  only  be,  acoordod  by  so'T’b  5.n^'» 
■i;ojr'‘?ftt’od  find  cnin.’Min.n.irr.ig  prof^r-nloix  or  orgc.nl?,a’ki'on<=  'tb0  gevornrAe-nv.  a.nd. 

thB  courts  coucernod  for  tbo  preser-Tation  of  books  of  law/and  -bbe  church  ' 

and  the  monasuBrios  had  ’uh^  same  anxiety  ragardlng;  the  Bible -i.  Alchemical  OT 
aiT"roj,og5,cal  uojcbOi,,  the  contrary.-  rrero  notoriously  unpx’otected-.  Here  eve^y 
fresh  Gopp-rt  noams  to  haTo  felt  afmost  like  a  ne>'  autlior,  ab  liberty  I 

peloct^  cmiiy  or  alter  at  w5.Il .  Medical,  menu  .scripts  may  be  of  either  sorto 
Af'^or  the  Tv. so  of  the  modic-al.  schools  to’ward  the  end.  of  th'^  Middle  iliges.,  the 
terete  of  such  osi..’,r,en‘c  .au'^horitlep  as  Hippocrates  and  (?-Q..len-  Rh.asoe  and  Avicenna  ^ 
X'ecelTed  a  geod  real  of  preteo'c:lc>n..3.  On.  the  other  /send,  werk-s  of  popu'ler  raedx.  -■ 
C3.ne  as  ■=*>’6X1  ac  te.;>'tr.:  in  the  various  fr^.nge  sub^eota-  'wrere  more  c?r  lees  re'-’ 
r^ritte.n.  at  ew-ry  r'oeopying 

On.e  cf  the  prodlc:lcus  effor-t.s  of  modern,  histoxical  scholarship  has  been 
tc  recoror  the  o.riFinel  tearbs  of  the  ejicient  cJad  medieval  \7rlters,.  In  th.e 
co.so  of  ui?,proteGtr3cl  texd’s  this  if  often  an.  im.porvsible  goal?  each  now  rswiit" 
ring.-.  ■iJnoi.j.g.b  scmovihat  dopendent  on  the  earlier^  has  the  practioal  value  of  a 
reviaed  and  enlarged  edition  02’  of  a  pcra.phraso  or  eondensa.tion.  and  contr:h«" 
butes  little  tc  the  recexeT:/  of  the  eriiginal  a.uthor'^s  words..  Exrb  whsro  tho 
te:rt  tradition  hr.d  a  reascn.o.ble  degree  of  protection^,  critical  study  has 
accompli shp>d  a  g3raat  deal.*  thani’s  pr.im.ax^lly  to  the  Ge2'maiis.,  in  genera, 1 
have  i5.hcwc  more  a.ptitude  f'er  this  m.'onuto  and  painstnki.ng  kind  of  schole.rship 
then  thoir  'french.  English 5  Italiian^  or  fr.erica.n  colleagues..  The  task  is 
fpx-  from  finished.;,  many  m:.nor  ^^r-lters  and  even  a  few  importaut  ones  stil.l 
?wait  tiio  so--c.alled  definitive  odition^  Her  .has  the  work  done  baen  alwayix, 
oonpletely  succesefui^  some  passages  in  even  the  m,os'b  carefully  edited  texts 
remain  ec«n,j e  ctur a.1  ^ 


Texiua.ali  Gi'itioiSiu  is  a  field  for  specialists  ■  In  any  goncra.tion  there 
aro  rot  likely  to  be,,  in  the  entire  ooisiiO'Jiwealtii  of  scholaTS^,  more  than  ha],f 
a.  dozen  real  authoihties  on  the  te.xt  of  the  Aphcrr^i^  of  Hippocrates  or  -'cha 
Oanon.  -of  A.viceima  ‘Ih.ex*o  may  not  be  mors-  th'an  one*  There  may  even  be  nonoo 
Ucvliusly^  in  fields  so  acutely  sp^^cialisod,  casua.l  judgments  as  to  the 
’’teTTtual  valuo^  o.f  a  given  manuscript  aura  pjxactically  vrcrthlass  ••  Its  date 
j..'"';.  of  cour30;> .  some  indication,  but  .far  from  conclusirB.-.  An  early  manuscript.') 
2.x  c»>pi3d  by  an  unreXiabl.e  scr.ibe;,  may  have  a  vorse  texch  than  a  late  m.vanu-- 
r?eript  -fciiat'hao  bs-on  well  ”'prot©ctod'^  at  all  stages  in  the  transmis.sicn.. 

In  thils  respect  thero-?  is  &yx  evident  difference  be'tssBen  a  collated  and 
an  uncoXlated  If  .a  mnupcript  of  Eippooratoa,  3.et  us  say,  has  al'- 

jxeady  been  used  by  Xp/btj-p  in.  .his  critical  edition,  then  its  prosumab.le 
value  for  "fie  is  kn^v^n  and  can  be  reported  on  by  anyone  "who  can.  rea^d 

end  under st?3Xid  On.e  need  merely  say^  '^Tnas  is  Codex  A  in  .ijittre^s 
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list:  Of  x'^oursc  the  collated  manixscripts  are  u'rually  in  public  libraries 

and  "wixl  rot  a^aj.n  be  offered  for  sale  ^  On  the  otho?;  br.nd  an  occasional 
lii ppocrota •>  mej  a.:cr.,,pt .  hitherto  preserved  in  a  private  collection  and  as 
P'O'j  unco.r  j ateo  ^  ir.a;/’  come  onto  the  market-  Ho''’’  can  this  be  appraised  as  to 
T.e*- ouaJ  valnr;'^  A  .vojiiahla  appraisal  cannot  come  from  a  dealer  no  matter 
ho'..'  t on. .  A,..;ed  r a  librar'an.  no  matter  hov/  expert,  or  a  cataloger^  no  matter 
no.,  u5.cul  o’.\F  or  an.  historian  no  matter  horr  lec.r^Tod  rule  sc  the  appiaiaero 
i!''  also  in  bis  i-ight  a  specialist  in  text  criticarv.  In  fact.,  he  iru.Tt 
be  a  spsoiai'.at  :in  Hippocratic  text  critioi sir.  An  appraisal  of  an  Hippo- 
Grdv.es  ma.Tiuscrxpf:  hy  Avioema  text  critic  can  be  little  more  than  an 
inspired  guess  u'lloai  the  Ari.co’njia  critic  ig  or  takes  the  tiouble  to 
cecoTi''  also  himso?vf  an.  Hj.ppoc rates  critic 

rro  t'..noo  of  early  manuscript  not  an  extromaly  large  group  and  yok 
of  sori'=»  importenoo  oon'^'ains  minor  unpublished  treatises  The  majoi  medical 
T»'o  cna  may  asauvr'i  baw  all  s^ppeared  in  p.rint  at  ore  time  or  another c 
■iccasio.n.a/.j.y.-  how‘=''v6A  ^  mann  ?cn'.pt  will  contain  a  bitharto  u.r::oi:v  :.rd.ci  tract 
on  tnafer.^v'  or  v'GTi.rary  scio-nie  cr  some  other  medical  topi'.:  This  any 

medico- hi  stf  ri^al  library  may  well  accT^ire  if  it  can  afford  it  in  the  hope? 
thac  m.errib--'rc  ib,-:  ‘■neff  c, :  some  nthor  inte.resterl  person  may  saia.Lrvze  the 
ocnr'-'nt s  ard  pe.rhap'i  publish  the  tax"^  of  the  plcc:.^-  To  do  so  "^rili  be  a  ser- 
Tac^  ■' o  sch'rl'?-rsbip  though  the  chanoc's  arc  slight  of  rir.ding  in  ruch  a 
manur or i pc  e-y  po'-'.rl  .of  greet  price.-.  Al.l  th'.n.gs  considered. 

bcwecrQT  .  -f.,!  . e  urem-s  to  bo  tbo  typo  ot  manv rc.'£ ipt  on  tvhich  the  Arepy  Ivledical 
J.lbrai'7  .mey  beat  o'Tce.n.trrte  p'^'o-o.cnt  program  of  ocquisiticne. 

I.'Ianu sc ii.pt c  as  bu-oaum  Pieces.  For  tho  aeguiring  ox  raanu'vcripts  there 
aro  fci:tunate.iv  ecasens  besides  thei.r  textual  x-aluer  .Any  unxn’ersity 

jib..'’a''y  cr  othe"  c^'P/'e’:  of  culture  is  justified  in  b’-iyj.n.g  as  m-tny  as  it  can 
offo'.’d  in  order  to  illustrat''  H-raally  the  dov'^?,:r.:Tie:at  of  the  scroll  th=* 
codex_  and  c^her  £o‘r-n^  vHoh  the  beck  bus  taken,  a-s  ‘"’’cl.*,  a.c  the  different 
^■dxylas  of  sc’-rp'-'  .A  boaiiiifully  iilumdnat'^d  .manuscript  .  esp'-^eir-fjp’-  ore  with 
iri.niature  s  bas  sire  a  bdgh  esthetic  pppoal,  wbi.ch  seme  hew  ho.s  a  way  r.f  get¬ 
ting  r  =»flc:c.;ed  in  ibe  p.*'ice,:  A-ny  library  daoking  to  acquire  ma.nu- 

sc'''ipt.s  for  f'rch  rsa.scns  as  these  will  naturslly  try  to  yecutc  a,  vc-rioty  of 
I.ai.gua,ge s .  alpb.abais  S'r.d  suhjoc'cs.  ■v/itli  no  rega.rd  for  t-c.riu.cj  value.? 

Fc-  ibi-s  part  of  its  oc.Llectiori  there  will  be  many  Icrko’^.s  but  few  reads?  s. 
?i::c  the  ‘"efe'' enc'^:  cer”’'io'<  net  be  beaT’y»  The  niaou. i^v..ript,7,  vc' 11  have 

•:  sF'^ri.tially  tno  cuality  of  ir.;.AGum  piece  So 


1-  .ii'brre  r-^^-;vres  i.p.npleF:6 s  d  ^ Ih.ppco.x ate ,  7X  fParic.  ?v640)  .  p  »  378 

Tbir  editev  £.,t  ms'i™  uy 'thefr  library  number, ,  but  a 

list  :f  iett'==<r  fo\nid  in  the  middle  cf  the  secv..nd  ru^.ume- 
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ihe  aseembJ.ing  and  aggrandiz ament  of  such  literary  museum  is  a  l9giti~ 
mate  and  praiseworthy  form  of  library  aotiTity,  the  extent  of  ■sdiich  is  apt 
to  b©  3~.mited  by  availability  of  funds.  It  is  more  properly  the  concern., 
to  be  e.  large  general  institution  like  the  Library  of  Congress,-*  or 

of.  a  uniyersity  library  wi.th  a  wide  sweep  of  interests,,  'Uian  of  a  specialized 
ins'citation  like  the  Army  Medical  library j  Nevertheless*  whatever  its  main 
purpose..,  any  ooj.leotrson  of  early  manu, scripts  inevitably  takes  on  something  of 
a  muse  urn,". like  aspecvv-  and  the  institution  own.ing  it  will  b©  tempted  to  make 
at  xeast  a  part  of  i.ts  D.e<^uisi  tions  with  a  view  to  enhancing  that  aspect* 

That  la  true  of  manuscripts,c.  but  microfilm  copies  are  different. 

They  are  not  show-pie cef?.„  .No  one  Jepns  over  a  displ-ay  case  and  exclaims  at 
the  beauty  of  a  roll  of  filmo  Occasionally  a  lecturer  on  illustrated  books 
or  on  illumrneted  manuscripts  may  enliven  his  remarlcs  by  shewing  a  few  films ^ 
especially  colorod  f 5.7ms.  in  a  projection  machine.,  but  ordinarily  they  are 
used  by  historian-B  for  reading  pi'rposes  only*  If  the  historian  is  also  a 
pp leogr ap.be r;p  ha  j*ead  for  himself  the  often  difficult  writing  of  a  filmed 

maiiuscripto  If  not.  he  must  depend  on  printed  editions  prepared  for  him  by 
the  te;<t±.ual  critics 


Manuscripts  on  Film 
director  of  a  medic-c  his- 
ccllacted  for  the  use  of 
and  select .  but  at  least 


Here  emerges  an  important  distinction  for  the 
;orioa.l  library-  Film  copj.es  of  printed  books  are 
histcrian.s  generally*  The  clientele  may  bo  small 
it  is  a  xTOrld'-^mda  and  more  or  less  continuous o  Fi3m 


copies  of  early  mar.uso.Tipts.-  on  the  contrary*  are  ccliectod  not  for  the  to.-?d:. 
critic  but  by  him  •  In  Am.erioan  universities  it  has  become  more  or  less  -the 
the  eustom  for  a  scholar  of  this  sort  to  deposit  with  his  library  the  final 
collection  o.f  his  films  or  photosta.tH.^  In  some  instances  the  library  has  pur¬ 
chased  them  in  the  fi.rst  place,  at  his  roquesti-  and  merely  takes  them  over 
■yshop  the  work  is  dono^* 


Adi  this  is  1  nst:f‘uot5-ve  for  'bhe  formulation  of  acquisition  poiiciaso 
Films  of  printed  books  may  be  ''stocked;,^  Tnhereas  f5,lmr.  of  early  manuscripts 
-ehould  be  secured  only  ^'on  order  ^  Such  is  the  prevailing  practice.,  and 
tb.ere  ?ls  no  reason  tc  chamge  it.,  ..With  the  development  of  the  microfilm¬ 
ing  tocbnl-oue  and  realization  of  its  possibilities  in  the  acquisition 

field*  the  questio.n  was  bound  to  arise  as  to  the  coverage  of  early  manu- 
soriptse-  Sound  TBasens  have  been  advanced  for  the  complete  edition-cover¬ 
age  of  15 hh  end  I5tb.  century  medical  books*  TPb.y  not*  then,  complete  manu¬ 
script -« cove  re  ge  for  the  centuries  preceding?  The  answer  is*  ^'No*^  and  the 
reason  is  the  differanoe  in  the  quality  of  the  product.,  the  difficulty  of 
its  selection,  and  the  nature  of  its  use^ 

A.s  .fox*  'bhe  quali-ty*  there  is  no  question  that  print  is  superior.  Manu' 
script  copying  becpmo  a  second'-^rste  technique  as  soon  as  the  printing  press 
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was  laxr^y  epi.abii  and  thic^  was  true  not  only  of  manuscripts  that 

happened  to  be  mo.de  after  the  invention  of  printing  but  also  of  -chose  made 
before o  iU  once^  .ho  vrorld  of  scholarship  began  trying  to  provide  every  im¬ 
portant  author  mth  a  printed  edition^  TOien  it  became  evident  -biiat  rnanu- 
script  tQxt.s  of  early  works  varied  in  reliability,  the  laborious  process  of 
critical  evaluation  bogeji,  mth  -bho  obvious  purpose  of  providing  an  ancient 
or  medieval  author  mth  such  an  edition  as  ho  mig}-it  have  had  if  he  had 
lived  age  of  ^printing  and  had  had  access  to  a  publisher  directs  Text¬ 

ual  criticism,  in  ©fioc'b,  tries  to  overpass  the  wholo  period  of  manuscript 
oransmission  and  give  the  author  at  long  last  the  protection  of  the  prirted 
edition o 


The  difficul'ty  of  selecting  medical  manuscripts  for  filming,  if  any 
large-scale  program  were  attempted,  is  manifesto  No  librarian,  even  in  a 
specialized  historical  library,  would  be  capable  of  coTBring  the  fieldo  Such 
selection  can  be  properly  done  only  by  acute  specialists  -vvorking  on  parti¬ 
cular  authors  or  in  limited  subject  fie Ids o 

There  is  no  beoter  illustration  of  this  kind  of  work  than,  the  project 
to  which  Dr,  Sigerist  has  already  devoted  many  years  of  his  life®  T/Vhile 
directing  the  Inoti-buto  of  tho  Histoiy  of  Medicine  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versi'ly,  he  spent  several  summers  in  Europe,  carrying  a  Leica  cajiiera  and 
visiting  var.ious  libi'arios  in  which  medical  manuscripts  were  known  or  sus¬ 
pected  to  ©xisto  He  was  seeking  significant  copies  of  early  medieval  texts, 
previous  to  -the  introduction  of  Arabic  influences o  The  story  of  his  re¬ 
searches  is  fascinatingly  told  and  illustrates  in  vivid  detail  the  methods 
and  the  vioissitudas  of  manuscript  study  —  here  an  unimportant  copy  of  a 
weil-known  work,  there  a  text  requiring  to  be  photographed  for  further  in¬ 
vestigation,  yonder  a  collection  of  non-medical  texts  erroneously  cataloged 
as  modicaJi,  arid  occasionally  the  finding  of  a  hitherto  unkno-/jn  work  that  must 
be  publishedo  Dear  to  his  heart  though  tiie  Welch  Medical  Library  doubtless 
Tms,  he  was  not  . seeking  to  s.dd  to  its  collections  by  tliese. manuscript  re- 
searchoso  He  was  gathering  materials  for  Henry  Eo  Sigerist  to  use  in  his 
projected  history  of  medicine o'^ 

In  all  this  I  s.h<all  not  be  misunderstood  as  depreciating  manuscripts  on 
their. oim  accounts  'The  million  or  so  of  early  manuscripts  in  the  libraries 


lo  Henry  S*  Sigerist^  Medical  Li of  tho  Early  Mi dd.le  Ages 5”  in 

Bulletin  of  tl:^  Insti-bute  of^  t/ao  History/  of  Medici  no,  II  (I934),ppc^26-50|  aJso 
•'A  Sirmrer~cf'l^sear^^Tn~^^rop^^  Libraries/^  ib’Majpp,  559-610.'  ,?t*ora  time  to 
t5.ne  the  tra.veloguo  ie  interrupted,  by  a  .oystamltic  discussion  of  some  principle 
of  manuscript  study«  I.f  a  sequel  to  these  reports  ever  pub.lish.cd,  it  has 
escaped  mOo 
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Europe  and  America  contain  some  of  the  most  precious  records  which  the 
human  race  possesses  But  they  are  not  suitable  for  mass  microfilm  ac^- 
quisition  on  a  broad  subject  basis  by  an  institution  like  the  Modi'- 

cal  Library  Such  microfilms  are  not  historical  sources  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,'  They  would  be  used  practically  by  no  on©  but  textual 
scholars  in  preparing  critical  editions  of  ancient  or  madieTmi  works 
They  could  be  properly  selected  for  a  comprehensive  collef?tion  only  by  a 
succession  of  such  specialists-  After  they  have  been  so  selected,  how¬ 
ever  and  after  the  text  critic  has  used  them  they  may  vath  propriety 
be  deposited  in  such  a  library  as  tlois  where  later  scholars  at 
times  consult  them  to  verify  details  in  the  texts  as  publish'^^ 


Ti?5  COLLECTING  PROGRAiyi  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  IIEPICIHB  DIVISION 

Such  a  project  as  the  jfirmy  Medical  Library  is  attempting  foi  the 
printed  books  in  the  field  of  medicine  is  large  Fortunati^Iy.  however „ 
it  can  be  arranged  to  cover  a  century  at  a  time  Alany  of  the  earlier 
policy  decision?  in  the  Division,  wrhile  not  made  with  this  in  vlewr^.  have 
been  of  a  character  to  facilitate  it-  The  books  been  shelved  by 

centuries^  the  IJth  l6th,  17tb,,  and  18th  being  alph.ab«?tir-e^  separately-- 
The  preliminary  card  cataloging^  new  commonly  spoken  of  as  checklisting, 
has  also  been  by  centuries  It  was  therefore  only  natural,,  whj^n  a  oom- 
prehensive  acquisition  program  was  attempted  by  microfilming,,  that  the 
centuries  should  be  taken  up  one  after  another  baginuing  vjith  the  15tb 
and  l6th-  This  breaks  the  project  up  into  manageable  segments  and  gives 
to  it  certain  advantage So 

For  one  thang,  official  authorisation  is  more  easily  secured  for  a 
succession  of  limited  objectives  than  for  one  huge  pTogra,m^  FuTthemore,^ 
each  stage  that  is  completed  becomes  something  of  an  argument  for  under-^ 
taking  the  next®  Ari  finally  if  through  changes  in  the  high  policy^ 
making  personnel  through  the  drying  up  of  appropriations ,  or  by  some 
other  accident  the  project  should  later  be  abandoned  there  might  still 
be  something  to  show  for  the  work  already  done-.  If  an  undifferentiated 
project  were  beg'in  on  all  centuries  from  the  15t:h  to  tha  18th  aod  then 
had  to  be  baited  in  mid- course it  might  be  ba’^d  to  present  th-^  partial 
results  in  usable  fo>'m^,  Bi'.t  if  the  medioal  literature  .  of  the  l^th 

or  the  l6th  century  were  selected,  assembled^  and  listed,  that  nsich  vr^yuld 
be  dene  and  should  be  of  service  to  historical  s?hol^rj?hip  even  if  nothing 
more  were  attempted. 
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SOME  PROBLEr\!lS  OF  SCOPE  AI'3D  COVERAGE* 

By 

Joseph  Groesbeck 
Chiefs  Acquisition  Division 


The  Army  Medical  Library  has  lonp*  takfin  an  +.u 
medicine  as  its  proper  concern  o  ^  Iiter8_uur0  of 

aim  is  to  gather  the  whole  of  medical  li-ha  ^S^in  we  have  said  that  our 

Ke^f  laii^uage,  authLsS;/quamy  ‘"^r 

of  the  factors  of  selectivity  which  condition  most  library  cone^4n. 

stand  was  reinforced  as  recently  as  19hh  when  the  All  Su^vefo?' 

the  Library  recommended  acquisition  of  "all  publications  in  all'^lai-- 

ages,  directly  relating  to  the  science  of  medicine."  Th^  i  ‘^“4... 

went  a  little  further,  howe-ver  and  nuanriad  v  oomaii/tae 

uuv^ever,  ana  qualified  its  broad  recomriendatior 

in  ^0  ways:  first,  it  suggested  that  in  the  "related  sciences,..  st-oM 

working  collections  of  the  important  books  required  for  reference  rathe^ 

!od  work  should  be  selected  with  regard  to  existing  collections 

and  acquisition  policies  of  other  federal  libraries";  and  seUnd,  it 
supested  that  material  already  in  the  Army  Hedieal  Library  which  falls 
outside  ins  fields. ..should  be  transferred  to  other  government  libraries." 


At  first  sight  these  recommendations  are  clear  and  helpfui*  Imd 
so  they  have  been,  in  the  six  ;v^ars  since  they  vmre  pronounced;  bu‘t 
they  have  been  helpful  rather  because  they  raised  questions  tl'^i  because 
tney  provided  ansv/ers.  They  raised  the  question,  first,  of  what  should, 
be  comprehended  by  the  phrase,  ”all  publications  in  all  languages, 
directly  relating  to  the  science  of  medicine..”  Does  it  mean  all  the 
catalogs  and  advertising  matter  published  by  all  the  medical  supply 
houses  in  the  world,  all  the  announcements  of  every  medical  school 
all  the  news  letters  of  local  medical  societies,  all  primers  of  hygiene 
printed  for  the  school  children  of  Kamchatka? 


ho,  if  that  statement  is  to  serve  in  any  measure  as  a  guide  for 
the  Army  Medical  Library  it  must  include  only  the  scientific  literature 
of  medicine.  Used  in  that  sense,  to  mean  technical  medioal  publications, 
it  is  a  clear  directive^  But  it  does  not  serve  as  a  guide  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  minor  society  publications,  local  health  reports,  medical  school 
announcements,  and  a  host  of  other  kinds  of  material  which,  while  not 
scientific  medical  publications,  are  nonetheless  appropriate  to  a  medical 
library.  The  Survey  Committee’s  statement  is  not  an  all-inclusive  guide. 

*kead  at  the  7th  Annual  i^Ieetiiig  of  the  Association  of  Honorary  Consultants 

to  the  Army  Medical  Library,  20  October  1950,  and  to  be  published  in  the 
Bulletin  of  the  Medical  Library  Association, 
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Similarly,,  the  Survey  Committee’s  recommeiidation  that  the  litoraturo 
of  the  related  sciences  ho  assomblcd  only  as  stroi]^;;  woi’kinp-  collections 
for  rcforenco  rather  than  for  research  vrork  raises  to  immediate  questions 
in  application:  first,  v;hat  arc  the  "related  sciences"  -  is  psychiatrv 
•*relatod  or  integral?  what  about  psychology,  veterinary  niodicine, 
sanitai 3^ . ongi..ieering ,  biO"cnoriiistryj  second,  v/hat  Is  a  "strong  wo r hi 
collection"? 


lii  attempting  oo  interpret  and  to  profit  bjr  the  re coiTuriOnd anions  of 
the  ^ui V63'’  committee,  the  staff  of  the  Liorary  nas  mot  these  and  other 
questions  in  endless  number,  as  it  has  become  increasingly''  apparent  that 
the  recomTiiendati ons  must  be  talren  only  as  very  broad  policy  directives 
ViTnich  require  detailed  elaboration  to  be  of  day-to-day  practical  usoc 
Last  y^ear  tho  Director  launched  an  effort  to  supply  just  that  specific 
definition  of  fields  and  degrees  of  interest o 

The  Assistant  to  the  Director,  the  Chief  of  the  Reference  Division, 
and  the  Chief  of  the  Acquisition  Division  ■'were  constituted  a  committee 
to  study  and  defino  the  proper  scope  of  the  Amiy  Medical  Library  collec- 
tionso  Tho  draft  report  of  that  committee  is  in  y'-our  handso 


As  one  of  the  committee  v/hose  report  tins  is,  I  can  tell  y’-ou  that 
'vato  arc  not  v/hollyy"  satisfied  vath  it,  but  we  are  coni’-inced  that  at  least 
in  part  it  supplies  the  specific  directions  which  were-  needed  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  broad  reooinm,Gndations  ooncorning  scope  from  v/iiich  v/e  started* 
Por  example,  it  defines  publications  "directly  relating  to  the  science 
of  modicino"  — -  the  Survey  Comi.tLttee  *  s  phrase  —  as  the  literature  of 
medicine,  surgery/,  nursing,  dentistry'-,  pharmacology,,  osteopathy,  chirop¬ 
ody^,  chiropractic,  medical  teclmology,  phy^sical  therapy,  and  psy/ohiatryo 
It  indicates  v;hich  are  the  "related  sciencos"  by/  reference  to  a  clacai- 
fication  of  loiowlodga,  the  Library  of  Congress  ''’.criomoo  Pinallyq,  it 
defines  "worldng  collections"  in  terras  of  tho  irLmber  and  hinds  of  pabli- 
cations  which  should  comprise  such  collections'.  As  a  result  of  this 
spelling  out,  wo  are  today  considerably/  closer  to  loaoi'/ing  v;hat  we  thinl: 
should  be  in  the  Army/  Medical  Library/  than  we  were  a  year  ago.?  he  Iaa'\/e 
not  produced  an  ideal  defini'bion  of  an  ideal  medical  library/,  but  yiq 
have  proposed  a  working  definition  of  the  proper  content  of  this 
raedical  library'. 


In  framing  our  definition  we  have  learned  tliat  a  medical  library 
is  many  tilings  to  many/  mens  to  one  worker  it  is  a  oollection  of  journals 
and  indexes  and  a  fevr  basic  reference  books  in  a  narrov/  fielu  of  spocial- 
ization;  to  another  it  is  a  comprohonsive  collection  of  reports  on  the 
government  research  projects  on  atomic  radiation^  to  the  general  practi¬ 
tioner,  the  Iiistorian  of  science,  the  hospital  administrator,  it  is  as 
many  other  things®  Let  me  give  you  one  extreme  but  true  examplo  of  the 
difference  of  opinion  which  condemns  any  definition  of  medicine  before 
it  is  pronounced  t-  Recently  a  Medical  Officer  of  the  Army  ■'who  is  studying 
the  physiological  effects  of  noise  upon  airplane  cravrs  called  to  ask 
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why  the  Library  does  not  have  the  proceedings  of  a  recant  enrinoorin,. 
conference  on  sound-proofing.  I  explained  that  while  the  effeotrn?" 
noise  upon  hman  beings  were  certaixily  our  concern,  we  did  not  vundertake 
to  provide  all  of  the  engineering  data  necessary  to  a  thorough  s-oudv  of 
the  problem  and  I  pointed  out  that  there  are  other  libraries  in  Vfa'shing- 

^Ai“!^<=ould  and  should  givf 

him  that  data.  But  he  is  a  Kedioal  Officer,  and  his  assignment  is  a 
Medical  Department  assigment,  and  he  met  my  logical  exjxlanation  with  a 
rhetorical  question  which  is  not  vrithout  its  cwm  logic :  '■’•/mat  the  hell 

is  iiiGdicin0,  hs  ask0d,  *if  it  isn^t  nois©  fiba.tGiueii'b?** 


iha  point  of  this  story  is  that  while  no  successful  definition  of 
a  nedical  collection  can  be  made  without  considering  at  every  step  the 
actual  and  potential  users  of  the  library,  reader  requirements  cannot:  be 
the  sole  criterion  of  selection,  and  a  special  Isbrary  is  net  aJi  thing's 
to  all  men*- 


The  Scope  Committee  nas  opposed  the  collect:-.on  oi  non-medioal  books 
v/hich  are  freely  accessible  to  our  readers  in  other  librwrios*  'Jo  opp;.  sc 
collecting  the  engineering  literature  on  sound-proofing  widch.  the  Idbrary 
of  Congress  and  the  District  of  Ccluiabia  Public  Library  mah;^  generally 
available  in  the  Washington  area  and  which  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  the 
Army  Library,  and  other  special  collections  provide  for  qualified  intvisti- 
gatorse  7/s  do  not  believe  that  the  pliilosophiic  works  of  ^Toan-Paul  xSartre 
belong  ill  our  Library'-,  although  v/e  recognize  the  applical'  ons  of  the 
existentialist  school  of  philosophy  to  psychiatry,  and  a- ■nit  lV^:or 
Franicl’s  Per  Unbedingte  Mensch>  'He  can  have  Proud  without  ihi  "-ragodios 
of  Sophocles. 


In  taking  this  stand  we  have  followed  the  Carvay  Comjiitteoo  J;  rocom- 
nendation  that  collecting  outside  bho  main  fields  of  meaicine  should  be 
done  ’t'dth  regard  to  the  existing  collections  and  accui. sibic/  policies 
of  other  Federal  libraries#**  Again,  this  seems  a  simpLe,  -even  an  obvious, 
limitation*  Our  comiaittee  accepted  it  at  the  outset  and  resolved  to  be 
giiided  by  it  in  our  study.  We  began  by  thinking  of  the  Federal  libraries 
as  comparable  to  the  conglomerate  of  libraries  which  serves  a  university, 
and  of  the  Army  Medical  Library  as  the  medical  library  of  the  university, 
as  the  library  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  is  the  medical 
component  of  the  library  system  which  serves  Columbia  Universityo  But  the 
analogy  is  unsound*  The  Federal  libraries  are  not  a  federation  of  special 
libraries  under  single  control,  as  are  the  libraries  of  a  universiuvo 
Most  of  them  are,  quite  properly,  working  collections  maintained  ior  the 
use  of  particular  departments  of  government*  Some  have  no  r'ssponsibility 
to  preserve  the  literature  of  any  subject  beyond  their  present  ana  foresee¬ 
able  departmental  needs*  They  vary  greatly  in  size  and  significance  «nd 
in  their  concepts  of  service.  It  quickly  became  apparent  to  the  committee 
that  with  fev/  exceptions  only  the  collections  and  acquisitions  policies  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  need  be  regarded 
by  the  Amy  Medical  Library  in  determining  its  own  policy  of  collecting* 
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Accordingly  the  Scope  Committee's  recommendations  ooncerninp  the 
degree  to  which  the  Army  tiadioal  Library  should  oollect  in  all  fifldr 
of  human  to^ledge  other  than  those  mddioal  by  definition  are  made  with 
regard  to  the  oolleotions  and  policies  of  the  other  two  major  Federal 
libraries;  they  are  made  also  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the 
Army  Liedioal  Library  must  stand  far  more  alone  than  does  the  medical 
library  of  a  university* 


tinally,  the  Committee  has  tried  to  remember  in  framing  each 
specific  recommendation  the  real  present  and  future  needs  of  the  public 
the  Ubrary  serves.  This  report  is  not  an  academic  exerciser  it  is  an 
attempt  at  very  practical  definition.  As  such,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that'  it  will  stand  unaltered  for  all  time;  instead,  it  must  be  flexible 
and  it  must  be  modified  whenever  and  however  the  changing  face  of  medical 
research  suggests  modification.  Taken  thus,  as  practical  and  specific 
recommendations  for  the  proper  area  and  depth  of  the  Library's  collec¬ 
tions,  the  report  and  whatever  policy  directives  it  inspires  can  be  an 
instrument  by  which  the  Library  may  be  shaped  closer  and  ever  closer  to 
the  ends  it  serves. 


The  second  major  qualification  of  the  ALA  Survey  CoMaittee's  general 
recommendation  vms  that  "material  already  in  tl:ie  Amy  Medical  Library 
which  falls  outside  its  fields. .. should  be  transferred  to  other  govern¬ 
ment  libraries.”  Accordingly,  the  Scope  Committee  v/as  called  upon  to  go 
a  step  beyond  the  formulation  of  collecting  policy  recommendations,  and 
to  suggest  a  procedure  for  pruning  the  existing  collections  to  make  them 
of  greatest  usefulness.  The  Committee  has  done  this,  and  its  specific 
recommendations  in  that  direction  are  incorporated  in  its  report.  Be¬ 
hind  those  reoommendatl  ons,  hcnr/ever,  lie  a  fair  number  of  quite  inter¬ 
esting  problems  which  v/ere  not  apparent  at  the  outset  of  the  Committee's 
study. 

At  first  glance  it  would  seem  that  once  the  decisions  were  made 
that  the  Library  should  collect  only  in  such  and  such  fields  and  to  this 
or  that  degree  of  completeness,  one  would  have  only  to  measure  the  exist¬ 
ing  collections  along  the  created  yardsticks  and  to  lop  off  everything 
that  hung  over.  But  alas  for  simplicity,  to  prune  a  collection  by  any 
such  simple  method  is  to  disregard  the  dimension  of  time,  to  ignore  the 
historical  sense  which  makes  a  book  or  a  subject  nov/  vital,  now  dead, 
nov/  neglected  and  tomorrow  sought  after.  Sensible  policies  dictating 
the  near  exclusion  of  botany  from  a  medical  library  of  195^  mean¬ 
ingless  applied  to  the  herbals  of  the  sixteenth  century;  biology  and 
chemistry  ■which  now  touch  upon  medicine  only  in  some  ox  their  branches 
v/ere  in  the  era  of  Koch  and  Pasteur  inextricably  part  of  medicine;  and 
in  the  other  extension  of  time,  physics  which  only  yesterday  seemed 
almost"  as  remote  from  medicine  as  geology  is  growing  daily  in  medical 
implication  and  promises  tomorrow  to  be  of  the  very  greatest  importance. 
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ment  of  Propose,  therefore,  to  transfer  our  herhals  to  the  Depart- 

^  *S^iculture,  our  biologies  and  chemistries  to  the  Library  of  Con- 

th  ^  that  our  readers  can  go  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  for 

eir  p  ysics,  because  these  are  not  medical  subjects*  This  is  an  old 
r ary  with  a  proud  history  and  an  acknowledged  responsibility  to  pre- 

medical  literature  of  the  past,  as  well  as  to  serve  the  present 
an  o  anticipate  future  requirements  of  medical  investigators*  We  cannot, 
an  we  do  not  suggest  that  we  should  ruthlessly  apply  the  criteria  for 
current  collecting  to  that  vast  corpus  assembled  v/ith  skill  and  imagina- 
ion  and  painstaking  care  by  our  predecessors*  YiTe  can  apply  our  yard-* 
sticks  only^  gingerly  and  alv/ays  with  historical  sense  when  we  are 
measuring  the  claim  of  yesterday’s  book  to  inclusion  in  the  Library. 

Tliat  does  not  moan,  however,  that  because  fresh  water  algae  Y/ere 
a  fascinating  and  fruitful  study  for  ViTilliam  Osier,  we  must  keep  or 
acquire  every  biology  book  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Alfred  Clark 
Chapin  succeeded  in  illustrating  brillieintly  the  whole  course  of  civili¬ 
zation  in  the  carefully  selected  collection  of  ten  thousand  volumes 
Y/hich  ho  gave  Williams  College*  We  should  be  able  to  illustrate  the 
relations  between  biology  and  medicine  in  the  nineteenth  century  by  the 
exercise  of  similar  discrimination# 

Very  Y/ell,  then,  we  can  prune  our  collections  of  older  material 
of  peripheral  medical  interest,  and  depending  upon  our  taste  and  judgment 
and  Imowledge  wo  can  shape  the  collections  to  reflect  relationships  v:hioh 
are  perhans  obscured  by  an  undiscriminated  accretion  of  books,  significant 
and  insignificant,  in  the  fields  tangential  to  medicine.  We  must,  though, 
avoid  yet  another  pitfall.  V/e  must  recognize  the  fact  of  book  collecting, 
that  the  v/hole  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  the  parts.  One  or  tv/o  or  tiventy 
of  the  English  Civil  War  tracts  collected  by  George  Thomason  betY/een  I6I1.O 
and  1661  are  notlnng;  the  23,000  pieces  of  that  collection,  arranged 
chronologically  and  bound  in  2,000  volumes,  comprise  a  body  of  historioal 
source  material  Y/hich  is  not  only  a  monument  to  the  good  sense  of  that 
maligned  monarch,  George  the  Third,  Y/ho  had  the  wisdom  to  buy  it  for  the 
nation  in  1762,  but  is  a  priceless  possession  of  the  whole  civilized 
v/orld*  We  do  not  intend  to  "weed”  any  of  the  minor  Thomason  collections 
vie  possess,  medical  or  not  medical.  V/e  do,  hcrifvever,  recommend  that  such 
collections  be  examined  and  Aveighed  very  carefully,  and  that,  if  they 
are  determined  to  be  outside  the  Library’s  scope,  they  be  transferred 
an  bloc  to  a  more  appropriate  repository. 


VJhat  I  have  been  saying  must  suggest  that  the  whole  effort  of  the 
Scone  Committee  has  been  in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  area  of  the 
Librar^’-’s  responsibility.  That  is  not  the  case.  We  are  even  more 
concerned  to  discover  and  repair  the  gaps,  and  to  assure  so  far  as  v/e 
can  that  vie  are  not  neglecting  areas  which  are  properly  ours#  The 
Committee  has  recommended,  therefore,  that  a  systematic  assay  of  the 
collections  be  considered  a  continuing  necessity.  Such  continuous 
v;eighing  and  measuring  ivill  disclose  many  weak  spots  and  omissions 
which  cannot  be  corrected  until  discovered# 
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as  they  are  reflectad^^  ^®lihorations  of  the  Scope  Comnittee 

guide  for  the  incre!^  "'V:!  provide  the  basis  of  a  usable 

apnligcj  with  o’-'r  hr*  Anay  Medical  Library’s  collections,  and, 

hoidinh  ihV  judgment,  for  a  pruning  of  the  . •-  -  -  -  ’ 

peopl«  7/hn  ^  better  serve  the  requirements 

people  7/nose  possession  they  are. 
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Library’s  present 
of  the  American 
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THE  AR1.IY  L'lEDICAL  LIBRARY 
V/ashin^toii  23 />  D*  C* 


library  order  No'-  6  15  February  1951 

Su EJECT  I  c ommi 1 1 0 0  on  Scope  and  Coverage 


Iv  The  Library's  Coinrrattee  on  Scope  and  Coverage  is  hereby  re- 
e st ab li s hed llembe r s hip  vjlll  be  as  tollov/s'; 

ae.  Chief ^  Acquisition  Division  (Chairman) 

Cbdef,  Reference  Division 

Chiefs  History  of  Hedioine  Division;  and 

b«  Three  members  at  large^  chosen  from  the  staff,  and  to  be 
relieved  at  periodic  intervals,  perhaps  annually*  The 
first  such  members  Kill  be: 

Mr^  Robert  B*  Austin^,  Reference  Division; 

Mr<^  Leslie  K«  Falk,  Acquisition  Division; 

Hiss  ITinifred  A*.*  Johnson,  Catalog  Division* 


The  Committee  shall  meet  from  time  to  time  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman. 

In  general,  the  Comxaittee  v/ill  carry  on  the  v/ork  of  the  pre¬ 
cedent  committee,  and  to  that  end  the  members  of  the  present  Committee 
Kill  thoroughly  familiarize  themselves  v/ith  the  previous  work  in  tiiis 
area,  and  Kith  the  Library  directives  which  resulted  therefram. 

5-’  Specifically^  the  Committee  will 


a-  Develop  a  tentative  list  of  agenda  for  a  meeting  v/ith 

representatives  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  Library. 

The  agenda,  when  approved,  v/ill  be  transmitted  by  the 
Director  to  the  Librarian  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
with  the  suggestion  that  our  two  libi-aries  get  together, 
on  a  more  formal  basis  than  has  heretofore  obtained,  in 
defining  our  respective  collecting  fields  with  the  objective 
of  minimum  duplication  of  effort  and  expense,  and  with  the 
suggestion  that,  having  reached  such  an  agreement,  our  two 
libraries  jointly  approach  representatives  of  the  Library 
of  Congress,  to  the  same  end« 

b^  Consider  the  implications  of  paragraph  Ua,  Library  Order 
Ho.  3,  dated  6  February  1951*;  ’’Responsibility  as  part  of 
the  Armed  Forces,”  and  draft  an  amplified  and  more  detailed 
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statement  of  policy  and  definitions,  which  may  he  incorporated 
in  the  basic  Library  Orders  Where  the  present  interests  of 
the  Army  Medical  Library  are  found  to  conflict  with  existing 
Army  Regulations  and  Special  Regulations,  redrafts  of  such 
regulations  embodying  phraseology  which  v/ill  resolve  such 
conflicts  will  be  submitted  to  the  Director# 

Co  Consider  the  implications  of  paragraph  l+b.  Library  Order 
Ko*  3s  dated  6  February  1951,  "Government  Documents,**  and 
draft  an  amplified  statement  of  recommended  policy^,  spalling 
out  priorities  in  detail* 

d*  llake  detailed  recommendations  on  ways  and  means  of  conducting 
a  systematic  assay  of  the  collections  of  the  Library* 

ho  The  Committee  is  urged  to  consult  widely  with  other  members  of  the 
staff,  and  to  render  reports  of  its  activities  to  the  Director  from  time  to 
time  - 

(?)  - 

■PRAITK  B*  ROGERS  ^ 

Lt  Col,  MC 
Director 
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